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PREFACE. 



The following notices of Scripture Charac- 
ters are republished in this shape, in com- 
pliance with the wishes of those to whose 
judgment the writer defers. In preparing 
them for the Cottager's Monthly Visitor, he 
availed himself of the aids that were within 
his reach, and he makes this general acknow. 
ledgment, that he may not be suspected of a 
desire to pass that for his own which he de- 
rived from others. 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 



ENOCH, 



Enoch was a man of fame, and a prophet', but 
he had qualities of a higher class than these ; he wa^ 
a man of extraordinary goodness and probity. He 
walked with Ood, Moses tells us ^ ; and St. Paul 
says of him, that he pleased God, — a beautiful ex- 
pression, which contains the highest degree of 
praise. And his eminent piety was crowned with 
a privilege, which God has seldom granted — 
namely, an exemption from the law, which con- 
demns to death the whole posterity of Adam. 

In each of the three great periods of the 
Church, there has been an instance of a man 
taken up into heaven in body and soul, in order 
to support the hopes conceived by all true be- 
lievers of arriving at the same happiness. Enoch 

• Jude, ver. 14. ' ** Gen. v. 24. 
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was the first of these examples before the Law ; 
Elijah under the Law ; and Jesus Christ, our great 
leader, under the Gospel dispensation. God has 
been pleased to communicate the light, in each 
of these periods, after such a manner, that it has 
appeared gpradually, till it came to shine out in its 
utmost splendour. It was a favourable preposses- 
sion for the faithful of the first world to see a good 
man vanish away, and be lodged, after sojourning 
upon the earth, in some better place than a tomb. 
It was yet a stronger presumption in favour of 
those who lived in the second period, to see the 
heavens opened for the reception of one of the 
prophets, who was carried up thither in a chariot 
of fire '^. But it is a demonstration to Christians, 
and, as it were, a taking possession of their ex- 
pected happiness, to see the Author and Finisher 
of their faith rise triumphant over death and hell, 
and ascend into those mansions which he had 
purchased for them ' ! 

Happy they who imitate righteous Enoch, walk-' 
ing with God^ aa he did ; that, after this short 
life ended, they may follow their triumphant Re-^ 

• 2 Kings ii. 11." * See DodtVs Bible. 
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deemer, and enjoy those seats of blessedness, 
which he is gone before to prepare for them I 

Reader, copy the example of him of whom thou 
readest, ^* Walk with God ;'* that is, live as if in 
the presence of God. Make thy short life as use- 
ful as thou canst. Wouldest thou provide against 
the miseries of age, arm thyself with an early 
piety. Consider how soon death will level thee 
with the dust. Intended as thou art for another, 
even an endless, life, shun the delusive allurements 
of this, and fix thy hopes of happiness there ! 
Thou wilt not, like Enoch, be exempted from 
death ; but thy piety will at the last be crowned 
with honour. " Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord !" 

It is testified of Enoch, that he walked with 
God* ; and that he pleased Oad\ the latter the 
sure consequence of the former. 

What is implied in walking with God ? What 
is included in this figurative description of the in- 
timate communion that subsists between a merci- 
ful God and his faithful servants ? Walking with 
God includes an habitual sense of the presence of 
God. 

• Gen. V. 24. ' fleb. xi. 5. 

B 2 



4 SCRIPTURE CliARACTERSy 

It IS said in Scripture of the unrighteous, that 
they have not God in all their ways. Their Ian* 
guage isy " How doth God know? Is there 
knowledge in the most High*?" On the con- 
trary, they who truly walk with .Qod, haye an 
habitual sense of this solemn truth upon their 
minds, '' The Lord God is about our path, and 
about our bed, and spieth out all our ways^.!' In 
order to their walking with God, this conviction 
is absolutely necessary. " Thou God seest me,'' 
must be the language of the heart. — Reader ! the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place *. They rest 
upon thee when thou goest forth in the morning 
to thy labour ; they follow thee through the day^ 
and accompany thee when thy daily task is done. 
They are upon thee, too, in thy moments of re- 
creation, and they note thy behaviour in the house 
of prayer. Yea, *^ the darkness is no darkness 
with God ; to Him the darkness and light are 
both alike ^." Hast thou a deep and habitual 
conviction of this truth on thy mind? Remem- 
berest thou that whatever thou thinkest, sayest, 

K Pa. Ixxiii. 11. »« Pa. cxxxix. 3. 

* Prov. XV. 3. ^ Ps. cxxxix. 12. 
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or doesty is naked and open before God ? And, in 

regard to this conviction dost thou regulate thy 

conduct according to his will ? — thy conduct, not 

occasionally, but habitually ? not in part, but in 

whole ? If this be thy constant aim, then thou 

art walking with God. Alas ! that any who call 

themselves Christians should so speak, and so act, 

as if He, who made the ear, did not hear, — as if He 

who formed the eye, did not see. How much of 

that which fills the earth with mourning, lamenta*^ 

tion and woe, would this conviction restrain ! How 

much sin would be prevented, if men seriously re* 

fleeted that the eye of God is upon them and within 

them ! To remember God is present^ belongs to 

the character of one who walks with God. 

Walking with God includes or implies, further, 
a state of reconciliation to him. *^ Can two walk 
together," questions the prophet*, " except they 
be agi'eed V But does there exist naturally an 
agreement, a union, between God and man ? No. 
The Scripture assures us, that man's natural bent 
and disposition is not to comply with the injunc- 
tions of religion, but to walk after the flesh, ac- 

' Amos iii. 3. 
£ 3 



6 SCRIPTURE CHAHACTERS, 

cording to the course of this world ". To gratify 
self, to indulge in the lusts of the flesh, of the eye, 
and of the pride of life, is man's natural propen- 
sity. Now how is reconciliation to be effected be- 
tween a God of infinite purity, and man so sen- 
sual, and so frail? — The scriptural answer is, 
reconciliation with God must be obtained through 
Him (Jesus Christ) who ** is the way, the truth, 
and the life \*' And, when a man does come 
unto God, repenting of his sins, seeking forgiveness 
and acceptance in the way of God's appointment ; 
lesolvied to devote himself to his service in the 
steady pursuit of holiness : then it is plain, that he 
is reconciled unto God ; for he walks with him ; 
he desires to walk in all his commandments and 
ordinances blameless ; and, though he falls short 
of his desire, yet he habitually walks in repent- 
ance, faith, and obedience. 

And now, reader, enquire whether thou hast this 
evidence of thy reconciliation to God ! It is the 
most decisive evidence that can be produced. 
Examine thy heart and life by the rule of God's 
commandments. — Dost thou walk with God? 

n 1 Cor. ii. 14. " John xiv. 6. 
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Hast thou an habitual regard to his presence 1-^ 
Dost thou attend to his vord, that thou mayest 
learn his truth and will ? — Dost thou pour out 
thy heart before him daily in fervent prayer and 
grateful praise ? — Dost thou endeavour to adorn 
the doctrine of God thy Saviour in all things ? — 
If, in the main, thou hast to these, and similar en- 
quiries, the answer of a good conscience, thou 
hast evidence, clear and incontrovertible, that thou 
art reconciled to God through the atoning sacri« 
fice of Jesus Christ — If thou hast not this evi- 
dence, beware of flattering thyself. Before any 
man can truly prophesy smooth things to himself, 
he must give proof of his regard to that holiness 
" without which no man shall see God*;*' prac- 
tical religion must become his main object ; in 
other words, like Enoch, he must walk with God, - 
Further, walking with God includes or implies, 
-the enjoyment of communion with him« It is the 
true Christianas privilege to be admitted to a holy 
intercourse with God. Like Hezekiah of old, who 
went up into the house of the Lord, and spread 
•before the Lord the letter of Rabshekeh », may 

" Hcb. xii. 14. ' 2 Kings xix. 14. ha. xxxvii. 14. 
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the true Christian express unto the God that hear- 
eth prayer^ his wants, his fears, his trials. A way 
of access is revealed unto him, and he is inyited 
and encouraged to draw nigh unto God, with 
this cheering assurance, " draw nigh unto God^ 
and he will draw nigh unto you **." 

The Christian may be said to commune with 
his God, when he rea4s his word ; but more par., 
ticularly he communes with him in prayers and 
supplications, in praises and thanksgivings. The 
closest communion he enjoys with his God and 
Saviour, is in the solemn ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper. Then, when he duly receives the holy 
mysteriesy has he, indeed, ** fellowship with the 
Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ'/' 

Reader ! dost thou hold commiinion with God ? 
— Dost thou read his word, and meditate upon 
^t? — Dost thou pray to him? — Dost thou attend 
bis ordinances; and, particularly at the sacramen- 
tal table, dost thou find real enjoyment in drawing 
nigh unto God, and in drs^wing water out of the 
wells of salvation ? 

Once more, v^alking with God implies a con- 

"* James iv, 8. "^1 John i. 3. 
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slant endeavour to please him. Saint Paul says 
** by faith Enoch was translated that he should 
not see death, and was not found, because God 
had translated him, for before his translation he 
had this testimony, that he pleased Golds/ 
Doubtless this was his constant aim : and, reader, 
if thou wouldst have any comfortable assurance 
that the testimony borne to Enoch shall finally 
be borne to thee, — to please God must be thy 
constant aim. 

. That blessed consequences will result from 
this holy walk, the history of Enoch fully estab- 
lishes. Yes the consequences which do and will 
result from walking with God, are such and so 
happy, that they will obtain for all, who thus please 
God, favours in time^ in deaths and in eternity. 
In time, — ** Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace \" In death 
— " O death where is thy sting ? O grave where 
is thy victory ? Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ ^" 

But in eternity, what tongue shall describe the 
blessednessof those who, like Enoch, have walked 

• Hcb. xi. » Piov. in. 17. 1 Cor. xv. 55. 57. 
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with God! Here we must pause; '* for eye hath 
not seeui nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him." 

Reader! art thou walking with God? Put 
the enquiry to thy heart ; and, before thou re- 
tumest an 'answer to thyself, examine thy faith by 
its habitual fruits. 

At thy baptism thou wert pledged to the ser- 
vice of God ; ask thyself whether thou hast walk- 
ed as the servant of God. — If the Christian's 
, walk be not like Enocb'39 his end will not be like 
his. But if thou, reader, treadest in the steps of 
Enoch, making the word of God the rule of thy 
faith and conduct, thou wilt have the favour of 
God here. Thy life will be happy, thine end 
peaceful; and eternal glory, through Jesus Christ, 
will be thine exceeding great and final reward. 



JACOB. 



GENESIS, XXV. 33. 



Many useful lessons may be learned from a seri- 
ous consideration of the character of Jacob. We 
shall find in his history much to condemn, and 
much to admire; we shall note events that 
claim our sympathy with the sufferer; we shall 
learn the evil of sin, and how surely it occasions 
woe, and thus shall we derive, from the con- 
templation of the Patriarch's character, instruc-* 
tion in righteousness. 

The first circumstance of interest that claims 
oi^r observation in the history of Jacob is his con<« 
duct towards his brother Esau in reference td 
''his birth-right;" which is recorded in ^e 
twenty-fifth Chapter of the book of Genesis. 

Commentators are generally agreed that in the 
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birth-right of Esau was comprehended not merely 
pre-eminence in his father's house, or "a 
double portion" of Isaac's substance' ; but also 
the paternal blessing which contained the promise 
of the seed in which '' all nations of the earth 
were to be blessed *." And it is on this latter ac- 
count that the . Apostle to the Hebrews charges 
profaneness upon Esau for selling his birth-right **, 
because he sold the blessing of Abraham, and 
the promises of God ; for it could not be reck- 
oned profaneness in him to sell a mere temporal 
right. 

Jacob appears to have availed himself of an op- 
portunity when Esau was feeble and faint, to se- 
cure that which his thoughtless and sensual bro« 
ther too lightly esteemed. There was, perhaps, 
nothing blameworthy in Jacob's desire of the spe- 
cial blessings covenanted to Abraham and his 
ssed ; but there was much that was wrong in the 
fnanner in which he sought to secure them to 
himself. He ought not to have taken advantage 
of his brother's necessity. '< Behold," says Esau, 
^' I ^on at the point to die, and what profit shall 

■ Deut. xxi. 17. ' Gen. xii. 3. ^ Heb. xii. 18. 
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this birth-right do to me V^— No, if he saw him: 
profanely offering to sell the privileges of his 
birth-right, it was his duty to have dissuaded him 
from so doing. Jacoh was not without blame in 
this matter, and, as we shall see, in the following 
part of his history, God, so to speak, frowned 
upon his dishonesty and deceit* Reader, observe 
that the conduct of Jacob is recorded, and not 
commended. — The authors of sacred history, 
with unparalleled fidelity, detail the defects as 
well as the virtues of those of whom they write. 
They do not hold them up as patterns, in all 
instances, for our imitation. We are to ready 
mark, and inwardly digest what they record, and 
thus learn to avoid their defects and vices, and to 
copy the virtues, by which their cliaracters were 
adorned. All artful and deceitful policy is to be 
determinately shunned by ev^ry one calling him- 
self a Christian. Defects and infirmities will be 
found in all ; but hypocrisy and guile belong not 
to a believer's character. Reader, examine thy- 
self.. Hast thou a conscience void of offence in 
these matters? A double-minded man cannot be 

' Gen. XXV. 23. 
C 
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approved of God. No — it is written " the Loid 
will abhor the deceitful man ^/' — Let,thy conduct, 
then, in all transactions be marked by honeaty 
and sincerity. Remember it is our Lord Jesus of 
whom it is said, ^* he left us an example that we 
should follow his steps/' and of whom it is re* 
corded ** he did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth." 

In the twenty-seventh chapter of this book of 
Scripture we have a sad illustration of the truth of 
the observation, that <^ one sin makes way for 
many." Jacob had taken advantage of his bro** 
ther's infirmity to secure to himself his birth-right, 
and now we find the aged Isaac, uninformed of 
the profaneness of Esau, and of the subtil ty of 
Jacob, preparing by an act of religious ceremony, 
or of a particular feast procured by his son's filial 
affection, to impart his blessing to Esau. To pre- 
vent this, Rebekah, his mother, incited Jacob to 
an act of deceit and falsehood. To her son Esau, 
it is true, she did no wrong, for by agreement ra- 
tified with an oath* he had sold his birth- rig^t; 
but she *' injured her husband by practising im* 

* Ps. V. (». ^ Gen, xxv. 33. 
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position upon him^ and her son Jacob by using 
her authority and persuasions to tempt him to 
sin ; and she dishonoured the power and faithful* 
ness of God, by supposing he needed such means 
of effecting his puipose and fulfilling his promise/' 
Reader! art thou a parent ? It is thy bounden 
duty to train up thy children in the fear of God ; 
by thy precept and thy example to lead them in 
the path wherein they should go, to '^ bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord'." 
Examine, as in the presence of God, and remem- 
ber thou canst not deceive him, how thou art ful- 
filling tho diitieA of a parent. It may be thou art 
neglecting them. Enqmre — ask thyself, " Am I 
tender and compassionate towards my children V* 
: — Do 1 never, by harsh and violent treatment, 
'' provoke them to wrath?'' Do I endeavour, to 
the best of my ability, to instill into their young 
minds prudent and pious principles ? Do I pro- 
vide for them, all the means within my power of 
being taught to discern good from evil ? Do I 
gladly and thankfully avail myself of the. school 
established, through the liberality of my ^neigh- 
bours, in the place where I dwell ; and do I en- 

' Eph. vi. 4. 

c 2 
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deavour, by the regularity of their attendance at 
it, to encourage those who teach, as well as to im- 
prove those who learn ? And am I very cautious, 
very watchful, that, by my own words and con- 
duct, I in no degree hinder the effect of the lessons 
they are taught by those who seek their good, 
whether in the school or Church ? — Happy those 
parents whose consciences condemn them not oa 
these enquiries. But, reader ! deceive not thy-*> 
self. If thou proceedest only thus far, thou dost 
not fulfil thy duty as a father or a mother. No. 
It is not enough that thou art kind to thine ofif- 
spring, that thou endeavourest to din^ct them in 
the good way, that thou sendest them to the school 
to be taught in that way, that thou doest nothing 
to check their progress in it. Bat ask thyself^ 
what do I do to advance ikem in it? Do I ^' shew 
piety at home » ?"— Do I give good example?— 
Am I regular in my attendance at the house of 
God? — Do I worship God in my family?— ^ 
" Kneeling down to Heaven's Eternal King," do 
I pray with and for my children ? — It is indeed 
lamentable, it is awful, to reflect how parental da« 

ff 1 Tim. V. 4.- 
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ties are neglected ! It is sad, it is alarming to 
see a family, whether inhabiting a mansion or a 
cottage, in which God's holy name is not reve- 
i^nced, and his service regarded : more sad and 
alarming still is it to see the father of a family 
indulging in gluttony, or drunkenness, or other 
sinful pleasures, and to hear from his lips cursing and 
swearing, or any kind of profaneness or impiety. 
— To see a mother riving way to the violence of 
passion, and. in her genLi Lportment, the very 
reverse of those whom the Apostle commends ; 
'' discreet, chaste, keepers at home, lovers of their 
husbands, and of their children **•" — Fathers and 
mothers, be persuaded to think seriously of what 
you have to answer for. On you it mainly de- 
pends whether your children shall be religious and 
happy, or wicked and miserable. — Do you love 
your offspring ? O prove it by the only sure evi- 
dence ; '^ bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord," that, when you go down to 
the gates of the grave, they may fill your places 
with credit, and that, when they follow you, you 
may have a good hope of meeting them againi 

" Titus ii. 4, 5. 
C 3 
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and of enjoying witTi them, through the mercy of 
God, and the sacrifice of his Son ; joys that shali; 
never end. 

Jacob having succeeded, as Isaac expresses it,- 
by subtilty in taking away his brother*8 blessing, 
was hated of Esau, who resolved to slay him. In« 
formed of his danger, Jacobs at the recommenda^ 
tion of his mother, fled to Haran, where Laban, 
Rebekah's brother, resided, purposing to continue^ 
there until Esau's anger turned from him. In La- 
ban's family, Jacob formed an attachment, and. 
remained several years in Haran, during which* 
period, though he had some severe trials, and was^ 
himself, in one instance, the victim of deceit and 
subtilty, he prospered exceedingly, and had much; 
cattle, and maid-servants, and men-servants ^ 
At length it pleased the Lord to summon him to 
retui:n to the land of his kindred \ Inunediatdy 
he obeyed; but, recollecting that he must, in his 
journey thither, pass through Seir, where Esau was - 
established, whose anger might not yet be passed 
away, he dispatched messengers to him to con* 
ciliate his favour \ 

' Gen. XXX. 43. x Gen. xxxi. 3. 

' Gen xxxii. 3. 
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.his part of Jacob's conduct a 
ation, should family discord 
peace. Be willing and ready 
era, vrhen thou canst do so 
re%ious principle. Use no 
language, to thy opposere— 
) sue for reconciliation, and, 
, to entreat favour. — " I have 
, that 1 may find grace in thy 
;e of Jacob. 

i conciliating messenger an 
) not returned. On the con- 
as brought tliat Esau was on 
ob and " four hundred armed 

as Jacob " greatly afraid ;" — 
at it. " His sin now found 
Embrance of it now, though 
assed since the commission of 
pon his mind, sunk his spirits, 
:ertion8, — Mark, reader, how 
how it occasions misery ! Yes, 
netimes speak, ' and sins long 
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since commilted, perhaps long smce forgotten^ Will 
occasionally, in seasons of suiFering, rush upon the 
mind with an almost overwhelming force. Woiildest 
thou have a mind without fear, study to have at 
conscience without offence. 

In these circumstances of difficulty, Jacob re<- 
c^lved to use every prudent means of defence : ac-* 
cordingly, he divided his company, trusting, that 
if one of his bands were smitten the other might 
escape "• He did not, however, rely upon his 
wise precautions; but, that they might be (Success- 
ful, he himibly and piously addressed his prayer 
to that God who alone could effectually aid and 
deliver him **. 

What an interesting picture is here presented 
to our view ; an eminent servant of God in great 
distress, pleading with his Almighty Father in 
humble, fervent, believing prayer.— Behold him 
in the time of trouble, seeking the Lord — listen 
to him in his distress pleading with God as 
the God of his Fathers, claiming nothhig for 
himself, but pleading, as it were, in the name 
of his ancestors, that as in covenant with them, 
his God would condescend to hear him.-^It is in 

n Gen. xxxii. ff. • Vers. 9—12. 
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this manner that we must approach God, as a 
God engaged by the word of infallible promise to 
hear and accept the prayers of his people, through 
the Son of his love. See to it, reader ! that thy 
prayers be thus presented. Approach the throne 
of grace in the name of the great Immanuel ; plead 
hb merit, atonement, and intercession ; let these 
be thy grounds of confidence, trust to l>e accepted 
only in him; and thy prayers shall ascend unto 
God an acceptable service, and shall return unto 
t^ee '' laden witii a blessing, and the dew of 
""'jheaven.*' — Watch in prayer. Remember how 
fj gnj^ Oo<r ttoa ^dreosest ; therefore be hum* 
T^'pfe-minaed in thy devotions. Remember hoW 
great a need thou hast , be thou then earnest and 
'persevering. Remember Vow great the things are 
that thou prayest for; seek them with thy whole 
heart Remember, lastly, that God '' heareth 
not sinn^, but if any man be a worshipper of 
OM^ and doeth his will| him he heareth," 
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JACOB. 

PART 11. 
GENESIS XXXII. 9.y &C. 



Jacob, having addressed Jeboyah as the God of 
his fathers, proceeds to plead l^fore him, that he 
is in the path of duty : << Thou saidst unto me, 
return unto thy country and to thy kindred." He 
had not undertaken the journey from merely per- 
sonal or worldly considerations ; but in compliance 
with the diyine direction, '^ Thou aaidst unto me 
Return/' 

What a consolation is it, in seasons of distress, 
to be found in the way of duty. Reader, in the 
way of duty, thou mayest meet with calamity and 
sorrow : but be of good cheer ; " if God be thy 
guide f he will be thy guard also :" thou mayest 
confidently trust him with thy safety, whilst thou 
carefully keepest to thy duty. By avoiding duty 
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thou m^Lye^Vseem to escape difficulty. Had Ja« 
cob remained with Laban^ regardless of the com« 
mandy '* Return," he would have avoided meeting 
Esau and his armed force, and all the alarm and 
distress which this occasioned : but who can say 
with what utter destruction he might have been 
overwhelmed by disobedience ? No, be assured 
of this, the path of duty is the path of safety, 
and, in the end, of happiness too. In that way 
walk firmly ; and, with holy trust, press forward. 
The trials to which thou art exposed, are only 
seeming evils, not real ones. Nothing can hurt 
thee, whilst thou cleavest unto the Lord. 

Jacob expresses himself, in his petition to the 
God of his fathers, in language of deep humility, 
(ver. 10.) " I am not worthy of the least of all 
the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 
shew^Bd unto thy servant." 

Humility is a distinguishing feature in the 
Christian's character. It is the groundwork of 
every grace, tiie very essence of true religion, the 
i^irit which the Lord hath promised to bless. 
" I am not worthy,'* is ever the language of true 
devotion. Far from claming any thing on the 
ground of desert, the Christian confesses he is 

4 
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wholly unworthy, and casts himself upon the grace- 
and mercy of God, through Jesus Christ.— j^e- 
hold the poor publican in the Gospel ' ; he staojis' 
*' afar off*/' as unworthy to be numbered among^ 
God*s children ; he ventures not so much as " to 
lift up his eyes unto heaven;" but, laying his 
hand upon his breast, and scarcely venturing -into 
the temple, ]ie stands a living emblem of humility^ 
and lowliness of mind; and when, at length, he* 
speaks, *^ God be merciful to me a sinner,*' is hift 
supplication. And we know that his prayer was' 
accepted. — Reader, whenever thou approachest 
the throng of grace, humble thyself before God, 
and say, as Jacob did, '< I am not worthy of all 
thy mercies, and of all the truth which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant.'* 

Jacob, having thus expressed his un worthiness^ ^ 
proceeds to offer his grateful acknowledgments to:; 
the Most High, (ver. 10.) " With my staff I 
passed over this Jordan, and now I am' become 
two bands.'' He was poor and desolate when:iiei 
left his father's house, an exile from his home 'and! 
his country ; he returns with flocks, and herds,' 
and servants. The Lord had blessed him with 

* £uke xvlii. 10. 
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increase; and here he gratefully acknowledges^ 
that, though utterly unworthy, he had received 
abundant mercies. 

. Reader, look back upon the years of thy past 
life, and think of the mercies of thy God towards 
thee. Health, competence, and peace, have, per- 
haps, been thy portion ; thy family has grown up 
around thee, and thou art still strong, to exert 
thyself in honest industry for their support ; or, 
if thou art growing old, thy children are repaying 
thy affection and tliy exertions, by their tender- 
nesis, and their support of thee* Thou hast, too, en- 
joyed religious privileges ; thou hast answered 
ttie call of the church-going bell ; thou hast kneel- 
ed down to ^^ Heaven's Eternal King ;" thou hast 
received many gifts. If it has been so with thee, 
thou wilt gladly offer thy praises unto God. And 
^0 wilt thou, though thy way has been occasion- 
ally rough, and painful to tread. Some thorn is 
often needful for the Christian, and he learns by 
suffering to say, " Not my will, O Lord, but thine 
be done." 

- Jacob proceeds to pray that God would deliver 
him from the hand of Esau ; for, he says, '^ I fear 
him, lest he will come and smite me with the mo- 

D 
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ther and the children," (ver. 11.) How tender 
and a£^ting is this petition ! He seems to have 
forgotten his worldly possessions, his life is at 
stake, and the mother and the children are in dan- 
ger; his only cry is for deliverance. — Reader, 
dost thou, in seasons of trouble, call upon the 
Lord ? Dost thou commend thy wife and thy chil- 
dren unto God, when thou and they are afflicted ? 
Be persuaded to imitate the example of Jacob, 
and deliverance shall be wrought, in God's time 
and way, for thee and thine. *^ Call upon me in 
the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, saith 
the Lord «." 

Observe too, that Jacob trusted in the word of 
promise ; *' Thou saidst, O Lord, I will surely do 
thee good," (ver. 12.) He knew that God had 
spoken, and that he would keep his promise. — 
Christian, thou too mayest rely on the word of 
promise. Calamities may affect, and enemies 
may assault thee. But search the Scriptures ; 
believe the promises and the declarations they 
contain, and thou shalt never be disappointed of 
thy hope. And to thy trust, add precaution and 
exertion. Say not, in thy trials, I have commit- 

•» Psalm 1. 15. 
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ted all into the hands of God, what can I do? It 
is as much thy duty to use and apply the means 
of relief afforded thee, as it is to trust in the grace 
And mercy of God. 

Of this Jacob found the benefit. He sent a 
present to his brother to appease him, and di- 
irected the messengers to apprize him that he was 
approaching, (ver. 20.) He placed his family in 
the best order he could to receive him, whether he 
came as a friend or foe ; and haying cast his care 
^upon God, he submissively awaited the result. 
That result was favourable : '^ Esau ran to meet 
him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him, and they wept 'J* — How beautiful is 
it to see families dwelling together in unity : and 
how delightful, (when family hartdony has un- 
happily been interrupted,) to see forgiveness, and 
a revival of affectionate kindness. . Families 
would never be disunited, if all parties were ac- 
tuated by Christian motives. But, alas I — as it 
too often happens that this is not the case — be 
jready to give way a little, where thou canst do it 
widiout forsaking thy duty or thy principles. 
After the reconciliation between the brodiers, 

' Gen/xzxiii. 4. 
D 2 
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Esau returned to Seir, and Jacob journeyed t6 
Succoth, and established himself for a time near 
the city of Shechem ; and, in thankfulness to God 
for his protecting care over him, he erected an al- 
tar to Him. — Reader, ivhen thou receivest special 
mercies at the Lord's hand, imitate Jacob ; give 
■thyself to the service of God. Let thy house be 
a house of prayer and praise : be the priest, if I 
may so say, of thy family : worship God : dedicate 
thyselfy and all thou hast, unto him. This is the 
secret of happiness ; this is the way to prosper, 
and to be at peace. 

Observe, too, Jacob's aneetion^ as a^^arent" 
When evil tidings were brought to him of Joseph^ 
''he rent his clothes, and put qn sackcloth, and 
mourned for his son many days ; and he said, I 
will go down into the grave unto my son, mourn- 
ing '•*' — Parental affection is a feeling natural and 
strong* It is sad to see how injudicious many fa- 
thers and mothers are in their manner of shewing 
it : and still more sad to observe^ that there are 
some parents who are tyrants, rather than parents ; 
appearing to aim at nothing else than to shew 
their power and authority* Fathers are com- 

' Gen. xxxyii. 35. ; zlv. 28. ; xlvi. 30. 
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mandedy in Scripture, " not to proYoke-tbeir chil-* 
dren to wrath/' Mothers axe to love their off- 
spring, and be ^* teachers of good things/' — Rea* 
der, art thou a parent I Observe with what love 
and tenderness our Lord is represented in Scrip- 
ture as regarding children ; note how many are 
the commands, in the word of God, to bring up 
children in wisdom's ways. And will not thy ob- 
ligations to obey these commands, and to copy 
the example of thy Lord, joined to the feelings 
that Almighty God hath implanted in thy breast, 
urge thee to watchfulness and care ? Thou lovest 
thy child; shew thy love, by labouring to lead 
him in the right way. Inculcate on his youthful 
mind reverence to God, a sense of accountable- 
ness to him, and a full assurance that happiness 
is to be found in the. path of duty alone ; and be 
watchful that thine own example agree with thy 
instructions. It is surprising how early and how 
deeply these principles may be ingrafted in the 
heart. Perform this thy bounden duty in a spirit 
of tenderness ; and thou wilt, with the blessing 
of God, sow seed that shall, in due time, sfNing 
up, and bring forth abundantly to thine own hap- 
piness, and to that of thy child. Thou wilt be the 

D 3 
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instniment of giving to society a valuable, because 
a good and pious member ; thou wilt be an in- 
strument of training up a child for heaven. — 

Thy kindness to thy children is likewise to be 
shewn by thy endeavours to promote their tempo- 
ral good. Provide them, as thou canst, with com- 
forts, food and raiment; nurse them when sick, 
guard them from danger, promote in every way 
the proper enjoyments of which their tender yeara 
are capable. 

It is dreadful to see a father expending, in drunk- 
enness and profligacy, those earnings that are his 
children's due. How melancholy to behold a 
child growing up in misery and vice ! How 
doubly melancholy to know that its own father 
is the Cause of such woe. O, what lasting pu- 
nishment is in store for such a heartless wretch ; 
whilst respectability, peace, and comfort, are the 
portion of the watchful and affectionate parent ! 

We have only further to notice Jacob's resigna- 
tion in the prospect of death, and his devout pre- 
paration for his departure. " The time," it is said 
'' drew near that he must die \" With calmness 
he made his last requests known unto his son Jo-- 

* Gen. xlvii. 29. 
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seph; and, having so done, he bowed himself 
upon the bed's head in token of his submission 
and resignation to the will of God. 

Reader, "prepare to meet thy God." Look 
to the foundation on which thou art resting. Is 
Christ in thee thy hope of glory ? Art thou fol- 
lowing after holiness, as that without which thou 
shalt never see God ? Then be of good cheer, 
and hold on to the end. Strive too to grow in 
grace. The nearer thou art to the prize, the 
more ripe shouldest thou be for the enjoyment of 
its glories. 



JOSEPH. 



The history of Joseph, which is recorded in the 
37th and following chapters of the Book of Gene- 
sis, is one of the most interesting pieces of biogra- 
phy in the sacred volume. It comprises a variety 
of tender and affecting circumstances, which af- 
ford matter for reflections useful for the conduct 
of almost every part and stage of a man's life. — 
Reader ! '^ search the Scriptures'' is a sacred in- 
junction. Be it thy wisdom to comply with it. 
Detote the leisure of thy next Sabbath to the 
study of the history of the patriarch Joseph — 
Thou wilt find it " good to the use of edifying !" 

The incidents in the history of Joseph are too 
numerous to be here separately dwelt upon ; let 
us, however, make a few general observations. 

In whatever point of view we consider him. 
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"we find him amiable and excellent, and highly 
wcNTthy of our imitation. 

He is constantly spoken of in Scripture as a 
person of the strictest ^«/t^y in every trust com- 
mitted to him ; of the most exemplary chastity 
and honour; of the most fixed reverence for God^ 
in the midst of the corruptions of an idolatrous 
court and kingdom ; of the noblest resolution and 
fortitude ; of unwearied industry and diligence^ 
of the most generous compassion W[kd forgiveness 
of spirit. — Of his father and his family he is re- 
presented as the stay and support. In adversity 
ttrf behiSiJS fifha humble ted patient, in the height 
of prosperity liberal - and moderate ; faithful as a 
servant, dutiful as a son, affectionate as a brother, 
just and generous as a ruler ; in a word, a man 
of the most exemplary piety and virtue \ Such 
was Joseph. Reader ! it will profit thee nothing 
to study the word of God if thou dost not apply 
its sacred lessons to thy onm case, character, and 
circumstances. Say to thyself, — ** Joseph was 
eminent for piety and virtue — am I pious and vir- 
tuous V Examine accurately, search deeply, and 
let the standard by which thou triest thyself be 

** See Dodd's Bible. 
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*' the law aiid the testimony/' — the revealed wiU 
of God. Pause, — and enquire, — ^how stands it 
ibetween God and thy soul ? 

There are two particular circumstances in the 
jbistory of Joseph, by attending to which we may 
derive much benefit. First his stedfast resistance 
of the temptation to which he was exposed. 
^' How," said he, '^ can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God ' V* Temptation, trial, is the 
tot of man, and many a time it is hard to stand in 
the evil day ;-«-indeed, he alone will stand se- 
curely, who knows how liable he is to fall, and 
who supplicates. Lord ! strengthen and sustain me ! 
When exposed to temptation to depart from the 
good and the right way — let us say with Joseph, 
'^ How shall I do this> and sin against God V* 
I'hough present jdeasur^ may arise from indul*- 
gence ; yet let us remember that it is against God 
that sin is committed, against his nature and do- 
minion, against his love and his design : and that 
persuasion may not overcome us, nor secrecy en- 
courage us, let us strive to have our minds ha- 
bitually possessed with^ a sense of our obligations 

' Gen. xxxix. 9. 
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to God, and with an abiding conviction that hid 
eye is upon us. There is no surer guard against 
temptation than this wakeful persuasion, Thou 
God seest nie ! 

Let us note, lastly, from the history of Joseph, 
how afflictive dispensations work together for the 
benefit of the faithful servants of the Most High. 

The lowest stage of misfortune to which Joseph 
was reduced, proved the immediate step by which 
he rose to honour. He was raised from the pri- ' 
son into which Potiphar had cast him, to eminent 
dignity in Pharaoh's court ^. How wisely has 
providence ordered the condition of human life, 
concealing from us the knowledge of things to 
come ! This condition, in a state liable to con- 
stant changes, is full of advantage. Wiere it 
otherwise, if a man could certainly say, in his 
flourishing circumstances, that he should never be 
moved, he would probably be lifted up with pride, 
and give way to every kind of extravagance and 
folly ; but the uncertainty of the highest stations, 
and the variety of unforeseen events that may re- 
verse fortune, checks the insolence of prosperity, 

y Gen. xli. 39. 



36 SCRIPTURE CITARACTERS. 

suppresses rain imaginations, and is a perpetual 
incentive to frugality, moderation, and other so- 
cial duties. On the other hand, were a man sure 
that his miseries were without remedy, and that 
his difficulties could never be overcome, the gloomy 
prospect would dispirit him, enfeeble his resolu- ' 
tion, indispose him for the duties of religion, and 
a due discharge of the common offices of life. 
But, as we are allowed to see only the past and 
the present, the most afflicted may support them- 
selves with the hope of better times to come. 
Deliverances, both from temporal and spiritual 
distresses, often come at an unexpected hour; 
and the Christian, the believing, praying, practi- 
cal Christian, msiyy ^ ^l seasons, " in patience 
possess his soul,*' firmly relying on God ; all 
whose dealings are conducted by invariable rules 
of wisdom and goodness, and directing his views 
forward to that world of perfect peace to which he 
is hastening, and from which sorrow, pain, and 
death shall be for ever banished. 



MOSES. 



« 

Thb life of Mosesi says a pious Commentator on 
the Holy Scriptures, was remarkably divided into 
three periods, each consisting of forty years.-— 
During the first, he sustained the rank of a cour- 
tier % during the second he was a shepherd in the 
wilderness^ and during the third, he filled the 
important station of a lawgiver, and *' King in Je- 
shurun ^** 

In the 2nd chap, of the book of Exodus there 
is a record of his birth, and of the protecting 
hand that was extended over him when, a helples? 
babe, he was laid ** in an ark of bulrushes in th^ 
^ags by the river's brink ;'* — ^with many interesting 
particulars of his youth and manhood. 

In the 3rd chap, of the same book we have an 

* A person belonging to tlie court of a Prince. 
^ Deut. xxxiii. 5. 
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account of his being called of God to be the de- 
liverer of the afflicted people of Israel from ^* the 
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppressed 
them ;" on which solemn occasion it pleased Je- 
hovah to appear to him <^ in a flame of fire out 
of the midst of a bush" — and to proclaim to him 
his sacred and incommunicable name or nature, / 
am that I am. I am he that exists independent, 
unchangeable, incomprehensible, eternal. I am.^ 
and all creatures, all worlds, are dependent upon 
me. 

In the remaining chapters of Exodus we have 
the history of his eventful course, — of his being 
endowed with the power of working miracles,— of 
the plagues inflicted upon Pharaoh and his host 
for their obstinate resistance to the will of the most 
High, — of the institution of the passover, and th^ 
departure of the Israelites out of Egypt,— of their 
being divinely guided ** in a pillar of cloud by 
day, and of fire by night," — of the destruction of 
the Egyptians in the Red Sea, and the song of 
Moses and of the children of Israel unto the Lord, 
the song of praise and of grateful triumph for their 
miraculous deliverance. In the 19th and 20th 
chapters we have an account of the promulgation 
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of the law to Moses on Mount Sinai amidst light- 
nings, and thunders, and fire, and smoke, and 
earthquakes. " The earth," says the Psalmist, 
** shook', the heavens also dropped at the pre* 
sence of God ; even Sinai itself was moved at the 
presence of God, the God of Israel «."-^In the 
21st of Ntimbers we find the Israelites, notwith« 
standing the miraculous interfer^aices wrought for 
them, murmuring against God and agai&st Moses. 
And the Lord sent " fiery serp^ts sunong them, 
— and much people died ;" but Moses prayed for 
them, and he had power with God and p^vailed. 
At length, we come to the closing scene of the 
life of the Jewish lawgiver in the 34th chap« of 
Peuteronomy ; Moses, the servant of the iord, 
having been permitted, from the inpuntain of Nebo, 
to see the }HX)mised land, died in Moab, according 
to the word of the Lord. *^ These things were 
written for our learning," 
. There are several features in the character of 
this eminent servant of God, from the attentive 
contemplation of which, much good moy be de- 
rived by readers of every class, and stattoijb 
First, Moses by faith when he was come to 

<" Psalm IxvUi. 8. 
£ 2 
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years of discretion, deliberately, we read, ** chose 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season i 
esteeming the reproach of Christ," that is, the re- 
proach cast on Israel for their expectation of a 
glorious Redeemer, ** greater riches than the trea« 
sures of Egypt ; for he had respect to the recom- 
pense of reward *." 

. Reader ! thou professest thyself to be a Chris* 
tian,-^a Believer. What fruit does thy faith pro- 
duce? Hast thou learned to prefer the sanctified 
affliction of the people of God to the enjoyment 
of all the pleasures of sin ? I say the sanctified, 
for no one can lore aJBiiction for its own sake : — 
but, when it produces its designed effect, when in 
this furnace * the heart is purified, then can th® 
true Christian say with the Psalmist, '' it is good 
for me that I was afflicted." — " Before I was af-« 
flicted I went wrong ; but now have I kept thy 
law'." Reader! art thou afflicted? Be assured 
that God taketh no pleasure in thy sorrow, he in- 
tends thy good: he would wean or snatch thee 
from sin, from undue compliance with the temp- 

' Hcb. ii. 25. " Isaiah xlviii. 10. 

' Psalm cxix. 67. 71. 
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tatk»i8 of the world, the flesh and the devil. See 
his hand in thy trial. Cast in thy lot with the 
righteous. Prefer loss in the way of godliness, 
to any gain that sin ean piocnre thee ; prefer any 
priyation that God may call thee to sustain, to alf 
the pleasures of sin. Is this a hard lesson, a tiy- 
ing service? It is indeed bcith; but rranember, 
thon servest a Master who has promised to give to 
his faithful servants ** strength equal to their day." 
" Is any among you," says St. James, " afflicted, 
let him pray." ** I see and acknowledge," says the 
pious Bishop Hall, " the harbour that we must put 
into in all our ill weather. It is to thee, O God, 
that we must pour out our hearts, which only 
canst make our bitter watelht sweet."-^ 

Have ** respect too to the recompense of re- 
ward." Here thou art a sojourner and a pilgrim, 
lliy day of trial will soon be ended ; wait in hope 
for the accomplishment of the promises. God hath 
said, and he will perform, '' To them wbd, by 
patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, 
honour and immortality," shall be rendered 
'• eternal life »." 

■ Rom. ii." 7. 
£ 3 
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Secondly, The Jewish Lawgiver had a disposi*^ 
lion of mind that ought especially to mark and 
adorn every professor of the religion of Jesus 
Christ "The man Moses was very meek^/' 
Moses, notwithstanding the extraordinary honours 
put upon him, was exceedingly humble, modest, 
unassuming, patient of contradiction, forbearing, 
and ready to forgive.— -Reader! what is the tem- 
per and disposition of thy soul ! Of thy conduct 
and deportment, what can be truly declared 2 
To thy wife, thy children, art thou petulant, 
austere, and over-bearing? To thy neighbours, 
art thou unaccommodating and unkind ? To 
thine employer, art thou uncivil and assuming ?— 
As a subject-^rt thou discontented and disloyal, 
despising government, and speaking evil of dig^ 
nities^? Then, deceive not thyself, thou art not 
a true servant of God. Thou mayest be a pro- 
fessor of the religion of Jesus ; but, bear in mind, 
the true disciple adorns the doctrine of God his 
Saviour. Now a meek and quiet spirit is spoken 
of in scripture as an ornament, ^' which is in the 
sight of God of great price.'' Our Lord says of 

^ Numb. ziL 3. * 2 Feler ii. 10. Matt. xL 29. 
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himself, *^ I am meek and lowly iii heart," — and 
he says to his followers, ** learn of me/' Cultivate 
this disposition ; thou shalt he hlessed, and a, 
blessing. '* The blessedness of heaven above," 
says' a pious writer, '* and the blessings of earth, 
are the portion of the meek." 

Lastly, we may derive good, by thinking of thes 
title which is bestowed upon Moses in the word o£ 
truth, '' Moses the servant of the Lord^." This 
is the highest charctcter that can be given of any 
man, and it is given by God himself to Moses 
after his death. — Reader! be it thy study, thy 
holy ambition, to be 'what this iitle expresses. 

What is implied in being a Servant of God ? 
Let St. Paul answer the enquiry; he has his 
** fruit,** " unto holiness V in other words, God 
must be served in righteousness. And what shall 
be the end of such ^ godly course ? His end, 
saith the same Apostle, is ''everlasting life," — 
" the gift of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Every wise man will consider well in what con- 
sequences his present conduct is likely to end. 
Happy indeed are they who desire, and pray to be 

^ Deut xxxiv. 5. i Rom. vl 22. 
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enabled, to spend all their powers and capacities 
in the service of righteousness, unto increasing 
holiness. They shall, when the bitterness of death 
is passed, enter, through unspeakable mercy, into 
the joy of their Lord ; — whilst they who have been^- 
faithless stewards, impenitent and disobedient 
servants of sin, shall reap the wages of sin, which 
are directly opposed, in the sacred word, to ever* 
lasting life, and which are future misery, in a state 
of separation from the presence and favour of 
God, and under his vengeance and awful wrath "*. 

» Matt zxv. 41. 
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On the death of Moses, the Jewish lawgiver 
Joshua was appointed of the Loid to be leader of 
the people of Israel to the promised land of Canaan. 
He had been the intimate companion of Moses 
through a long pilgrimage. It was he who fought 
with, and conquered, Amalek, while the hands of 
Moses were held up, and- his voice raised in 
earnest supplications for victory". To him. was 
the peculiar distinction granted of- going up with 
Moses to the mount of God, where he abode in 
devout retirement forty days^. He was one of 
those sent to take a survey of the land of Canaan' ; 
and, when the other spies were terrified, he was 
still bold and persevering ; and in the first chapter 
of the book that bears his name, we find himcom-* 

"^ Exod. xvii. 10. "" IMd. zxiv. 13. p Numb. xiii. iS 
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missioned by the Almighty to command the anny 
of Israel. — Reader ! thou mayest, perhaps, be dis- 
posed to say to thyself, ^< What benefit can I, in 
my lowly walk of life, derive from reading and 
meditating upon the character of one whose station 
was so exalted ? My curiosity may be gratified, 
my mind amused ; but I want food for the soul, I 
want instruction and exhortation suited to my 
state and circumstances. I need to be urged to 
press forward in the way in which I should go. 
The engagements of kings and the skill of leaders 
interest me little, and can afibrd me oo . real 
benefit." — Dost thou thus judge ? Thou judgest 
wrong judgment The liuthful servants of Qod^ 
in all stations and in all ages, are distingubhed by 
ihe same characteristic features; and the pious 
prince and the pious cottager may both derive 
edification from the consideration of each ollier*s 
character. Attend to some of the circumstances 
in the history of Joshua, and thou wilt bo con- 
vinced that instruction in righteousness may be 
derived from it. Observe, first, that the successor 
of Moses was appointed to an arduous service. 
By what rule was he to regulate his conduct ? Did 
He who appointed him to the tsak give him no 
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direction by which he might be preserved in the 
path of duty ? Read the eighth verse of the first 
chapter of the book of Joshua — *^ This book of 
the law ^hall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and nighty that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein : for then shalt thou make thy 
way prosperous, and then shalt thou have good 
success." Reader ! wert thou to derive no other 
instruction from reading of Joshua than that 
contaitied in this passage, thou wouldest have 
reason to bless God for giving thee this. The 
law of the Lord was to be his guide : in the book 
of that law was his meditation to be had. But, 
is the stndy of the law of God necessary for the 
guid&nce of kings, of leaders, onlt^? It is neces* 
sary for the direction and support and consolation 
of aU. Happy the country whose governors are 
guided by this rule ! Happy the people, whether 
the rich or the poor, who take heed to their ways 
according to thy word, O God I 

Reader thou hast a Bible. Dost thou prize it ? 
Dost thou <^ read, learn, and inwardly digest it ?'' 
Thou wilt find in it much, perhaps, that may ap- 
pear to thee difficult to be understood. But if thou 
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art a teachable reader of the word of Ood — if thou 
siakest it thy great object, in reading, to become 
better in thy life, and to be instructed in every 
good work, and to encrease in the love and ser-* 
vice of God, thou wilt find much to refresh and 
strengthen thy soul. And be assured that in so 
doing, either thy course of life will be prosperous, 
or thy mind will be furnished with such principles 
as shall enable thee peacefully, if not cheerfully, 
to bear adversity : — ^thy path shall be as ^ a shin- 
' ing light, shining more and more unto the perfect 
day «.". 

Jn the fourth chapter we read that the Israelites 
having,, by the powerful help of God, passed over 
the river Jordan on dry ground, Joshua erected 
a memorial of the mercy which he and his people 
had experienced, and of the stupendous miracle 
that had been wrought — Alas ! how prone is the 
heart of man to forget the mercies of God; and 
how wise as well as how devout is it to adopt 
methods of keeping them in lively remembrance. 
Reader! thou art daily and hourly receiving 
inercy from God. . Sometimes a merciful hand 

•* Proverbs iv. 18, 
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hai been clearhf stretched forth for thy rescue 
O forget not the Lord^ and all his benefits ! 
Grateful remembrance should be written on the 
beartv^'but better recorded in a book, or on a 
stone, than neglected or forgotten 'J' 

In several chapters of this book, we have a 
painful history of long continued and bloody 
wars : and we may feel disposed to think of Joshua 
as a cruel and ferocious character ; but we must 
bear in mind that he was especially appointed to 
lead the Israelites to the promised land through 
every obstacle, and that, to the arduous work in 
which he was engaged, he was distinctly com- 
missioned. He was the appointed instrument, 
in the hand of Ood, to punish the surrounding 
nations for their wickedness. Whilst then we 
reflect widi awe on the punishment inflicted on 
those nations, let us admire the constancy and 
resolution of Joshua in executing that which was 
committed to him. — ** He left nothing," it is said, 
** undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses*" 

, 'See Cottage Bible« with Practical Reflections and shoit 
Explanatory Notes, by F. Williams ; dedicated, by permission, 
to the Bishop of Salisbury. 
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— Reader! woutdst thou approve thyself before 
Ood ? Leave nothing undone of all that is com- 
manded thee. Strive to fulfil all righteousness* 
Think not that then only thou ofiendest 6od» 
when thou cdimnittest some positive iniquity, when 
thou violatest some duty, when thou breakest 
some commandment To leave undone the thing 
that thou oughtest to do, is to sin against God, 
as surely, though perhaps not so heinously, as to 
do that which is forbidden thee. — Be then on thy 
guard. — ^View Joshua as a pattern of obedience, 
and follow him. 

• We have now to contemplate the closing year 
of the life of Joishua* He had become old and 
stricken in age ; and feeling within himself that 
he was about to go the way of all the earth, he 
assembled the Israelites, and eamesly exhorted 
them to adhere to the love and service of Ood. 
Reader ! do hoary hairs proclaim thy lengthened 
years ? do trembling limbs and wrinkled chedcs 
forewarn thee that thy end must be near ? ** Set 
thine house in order." Rest, for thine eternal 
security, on the finished work of thy Redeemer ; 
use the influence which thy age and thy ex- 
perience give thee ; exhort all within thy reach. 
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thy wife, thy children, thy fnends, thy neighbours, 
as thou hast opportunity, to cleare unto the Lord 
their God, and to beware of turning back from his 
sendee. It may b^ that^ ere thou sinkest into the 
tomb, Qod may, in mercy, make thee an instru- 
ment of turning one unto righteousness. 

In the 15th verse of the last chapter of this 
book, is recorded Joshua's solemn declaration 
before the tribes, whom he once more assembled, 
and whom he again exhorted to fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth, . ** As for me 
end my house,'' he says, **we mil serve the Lord ;'' 
a declaration which clearly shews that he was 
del^rately and fully convinced that true honour 
and happiness consist in serving God. 

Reader! whatever be thy age, or whatever thy 
station, adopt the resolution of Joshua, — '* choose 
the service of God," — ^be this thy voluntary choice 
before and above all the pleasures of sin, and all 
the vanities of the world. Hast thou yielded 
thyself to other masters ? Be persuaded to give 
them up ; and offer thy supplication unto the 
Most High, that he would graciously strengthen 
thee with might, by his Spirit, to adhere to ihy 
resolve. Shun the persons by whom, and the 

f2 
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places in which, thou mayest be tempted to forget 
thy vow, and to break thy engagements. Set up 
God in thy heart, and in thy house* Pray ^br 
and with thy family. Assemble them together^ 
and offer with them the voice of prayer and praise. 
Present thy words, accompanied with the medita^ 
tions of thy heart, to the God that heareth prayer. 
Yes, thou wilt Gnd family religion thebest.bond 
of domestic peace, the best comfott. in domestic 
afflictions, and the best security for the con-r 
tinuance and increase of domestic, happiness $ 
while it will afford thee an important advantage 
for constant growth in grace, and the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. Ever, then, say with Joshua* 
** as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.'- 
Tlien mayest thou look forward, as he did, with 
tranquillity and hope to the day of thy departure^ 
Falling asleep in Jesu9, thou shalt at length, 
through Him, awake to a joyful resurrection*. . . 
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Search the Scriptures '^ was the injunction of 
our Lord to those who were the subjects of his 
personfd ministry ; nor was it confined to them ; 
«— it unquestionably extends to, and is as binding 
upon, all Christians now, as it was upon those to 
whom i^ was at first addressed. But not only is the 
sacred volume to be searched, that is, to be 
studied with humility of mind, and devotedness 
of attention, by the disciples of Jesus Christ; but 
if they would become *^ wise and understanding'' 
in the oracles of God, they roust neglect no means 
that Providence afibrds them of penetrating their 
true signification ; and this they are often enabled 
to do by means of sound exposition of the text. 
^< The word of Ood is, indeed^ like himself, pure 

' John V. 30. 

f3 
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and perfect ;" but, as clouds and mists frequently 
obscure the sun, so time and circumstances have 
thrown a veil over the Scriptures, which has in 
many parts rendered them obscure ; and an ex- 
planation of the * Scriptures, if not necessary to 
lead a teachable inquirer into the knowledge of 
essential truth, is yet highly useful in order to 
enable him to understand the Scriptures, and to 
make profit of them to practical aff well as doc- 
trinal purposes. 

. These observations apply with much force to 
the history and character of Jephthah, — ^which we. 
proceed briefly to detail, and to illustrate. We find 
them recorded in the eleventh chapter of the 
Book of Judges. 

Jephthah was the son of Gilead. Oilead's 
wife, we read, "bare him sons, and when they 
grew up they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto 
him, 1* thou shalt not inherit iii our father's house, 
for thoii art the son of a strange woman," by 
which is to be understood, a woman not of the 
same country as Gilead. '^ So Jephthah fled from 
his brethren unto the land of Tob." In process 
of time, it seems, the Ammonites made war against 
Israel ; and the elders of Gilead, knowing Jeph- 
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thah to be a man of approved courage and skilly* 
sent to him,' " Come and be oUr captain that we 
may fight with the children of Ammon.'* The 
Gileadites were not less glad to recall Jephthah 
in danger, than they had been: forward to expel 
him in the season of peace. — Necessity often 
drives men to seek help from those whom in their 
wantonness they have despised. Reader I strive 
80 to conduct thyself towards all, that thou give 
not just ground of offence to any. Jephthah 
replied to the elders of Gilead in the language of 
remonstrance and reproach, reminding them of 
their past unkind and unjust treatment of him. 
^ Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my 
father's house ? and why are ye come unto me 
now when ye are in distress V* Reader ! apply 
this language to thyself, to thine own case! 
Speak with thy conscience — ^look backward, and 
look inward ! Didst thou never in thy days of 
health, and worldly prosperity, in effect, thrtist 
out Ood from thee! practically saying, I desire not 
the lot of the inheritance of the people of the Lord, 
I will walk after the devices and desires of my 
own heart! and hast thou not, when thou hast been 
reaping the wages of folly, gone to Him whom 
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thou hast offended and besought his aid; and yet 
been long in evil case^. Marvel not that the 
God of mercy should for a time hide his face from 
diee. *^ Surely, O God, it is but justice, if thou 
be not found of those who are glad to lose thee ; 
it is diy mercy, if, after many checks and delays^ 
thou wilt be found at last^'' Reader, when 
thou art so unhappy (for vice is misery) as to fall 
from thy God, go to him in a spirit of repentant 
sorrow, and persevere in supplicating mercy how- 
ever long may be the time ere the light of his 
countenance shine upon thee ! 

To the just remonstrance of Jephthah the 
elders replied by a promise of making him head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead, and by a solemn 
pledge that they would do this. *' Then he went 
with them ; and the people made him head and 
captain over them ;" '* and Jephthah,'' it is added 
** uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpek ;** 
from which it is evident that he was a man of 
true religion. The people had done all that they 
had promised, but he would not enter upon the 
important duties that now devolved ujpon him, 

^Bishop HaU, 
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ivithout seeking tiie direction, assistance, and 
blessing of God ; leaving us this lesson, confinn- 
ed by his example^ to begin, continue, and end 
all our undertakings in Him ; that is, to commit 
them to him in faith, prayer and conscientious 
obedience. " Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass **/* 
The first act of Jephthah's rule was most com- 
mendable; he sent messengers to treat with the 
king of the Amorites; and instead of immediately 
attacking him^ he argued the question in dispute* 
— "To make war, any other, than as our last 
i^edy , is not courage, but cruelty and rashness ;" 
but when reason would not prevail, Jephthah 
betook himself to the sword. Reader, if thou 
art ever embroiled with the contentious, seek 
peace and ensue it. Remember the declaration, 
the beatitude of Him by whose name thou art 
named. Blessed are the peacemakers : for they 
shall be called the children of God \ As much 
as in thee lieth live peaceably with all men, and 
labour to promote peace amongst all over whom 



" Psalm xxxvii. 5. " Matt. t. D. 
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thou hast influence. There is no surer mark of 
a Christian spirit, than to be a peace-maker. 

Jephthahy having failed in his endeavours to 
preserve peace, at length, in confidence of divine 
support, went to war with the Ammonites. But, 
before he went out, Jephthah ^* vowed a wno 
unto the Lord, that if the children of Ammon 
should be indeed delivered into his hands, he 
declared that whatsoever should come forth of 
the doors of his house to meet him when he 
returned in p^ace, should surely be the Lord's V' 
that is specially consecrated to the Lord. 

There is much difference of opinion on this 
passage, aud some commentators have warmly 
contended that Jephthah vowed to offer up as a 
burnt offering whatever came forth of his house 
to meet him ; and that, on .his return from the 
victory which the Lord had given him, Mizpeh, 
his only child, coming out to meet and to wel- 
come him, he sacrificed her. But the true mean- 
ing of the passage seems to be, upon the authority 
of the most learned interpreters of Scripture, 
that Jephthah vowed to consecrate to the Lord's 

^ Judges xi. 30. 
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sendee whate?er came forth from his house, or 
to offer it up for a burnt offering, if suitable and 
lawful for that purpose. Jephthah was first met 
by his daughter, and she consequently became 
the subject of his vow; a circumstance which 
greatly grieved him, because he had beside neither 
ton nor daughter y and his vow obliged him to' 
devote her to a single state in the service of the 
Lord ; and so he lost all hope of his name and 
fieanily being perpetuated in Israel. Jephthah's 
vow was a rash one. But if he acted rashly in 
his vow; much more rashly did he act in his 
resolution to keep it. '* An unlawful vow/' says 
Bishop Hall, '< is ill made, but worse performed.'' 
Jephthah should have repented of his folly, 
instead of requiring from his daughter that to 
which he had no right to subject her. Reader ! 
thou hast a lawful and a sacred vow upon thee. 
Thou art pledged ** to renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of this world, 
with all the sinful lusts of the flesh :*' — thou art 
pledged to the faith of the Gospel, and to obe- 
dience to the commands of God. Thy vows are 
obligatory — strive to keep them. Pray for grace 
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to enable thee to fulfil them, and watch diligently^ 
lest having << opened thy mouth unto the Lord» 
thou go back/' 

We read further of Jephthah only, that he was 
involved in a contention with the Ephraimites, 
which he endeavoured amicably, though un- 
successfully, to compose : and that having judged 
Israel six years, he died, and was buried in one 
of the cities of Gilead. 

Reader! in thy station of life, be it high or low, 
imitate Jephthah in his disposition to cultivate 
peace. Strive to put a stop to quarrels in thy 
neighbourhood, amongst thy acquaintance, and 
especially in thine own house. Guard thy tongue, 
that '^ unruly evil, which sets on fire the course 
of nature, and is set on fire of hell'."--*^' A soft 
answer often turns away wrath." — Walk worthy 
then of the vocation wherewith thou art called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long-sufiering, 
forbearing in love, endeavpuring to keep the unity 
of the sipirit in the bond of peace ^"— -Constantly 
bear in mind that thou axt mortal, and make it 

' Jamcb iii. 0. ' Cpheslans iv. 1, 2. 
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thy main object " to live in credit and quiet, to 
be peaceably useful in thy circle, to possess a 
clear conscience, to enjoy communion with thy 
Saviour, and to die in peace with God and man/' 



G 
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Much attention to the sacred volume is requisite 
in order to derive from it all the instruction in 
righteousness which it was designed to furnish. 
Sometimes, indeed, the history of an individual 
recorded in it is given so fully, that in the Ian-* 
guage of the prophet, " the way-faring men, 
though fools, shall not err," respecting it ; and 
sometimes so few particulars are mentioned in re- 
ference to one eminent for piety, that, without 
close observation, the excellence of the character 
may be overlooked. The latter is the case of 
Abijah, whose history we are now to consider. 

Abijah, as we find from the 14th chapter of the 
1st book of Kings, was the son of Jeroboam, king 
of Israel. The sacred historian gives a very short 
account only of his sickness and death, and yet 
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he records enough to render him a pattern for 
general imitation, — for ** in him there was found 
some good thing toward the Lord Ood of Israel." 

In order properly to estimate the character of 
this young prince, we must refer to the history of 
Jeroboam, who, after the death of Solomon, was 
appointed to exercise dominion over ten of the 
tribes of Israel. The Lord, it appears, had re- 
solved to rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, because the tribes over which he reigned 
had been ind.uced, by his example, and to ob- 
tain his favour, to forsake the worship of the only 
true God, and to hecavD)p'' idulators \ 

The prophet was commissioned to declare to 
Jeroboam the purpose of God to raise him to the 
throne of Israel : and, an express promise was 
made to him, that, " if he would hearken unto 
the commandments of the Lord, and walk in his 
ways, and do that which was right in his sight, 
and keep his statutes. He would be with him, and 
build him a sure house, and give Israel unto him ^/' 
Jeroboam, however, distrusted the promise of the 
Lord, and, leaning to his owh understanding, 

^ 1 Kings xi. 5. 31—33. *" .Ibid. xi. 38. 

G 2 
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♦ 

thinking to establish his authority, and secure his 
kingdom through the devices of his own imagina- 
tion, he violated the commands of God ; and, as 
if to blot out the remembrance of him, he made 
two calves of gold, and said unto the people, 
'* Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
up out of the land of Egypt ^" Jeroboam, thus 
insulting the God of heaven, soon began to find 
the punishment of his sin ; a punishment that id- 
timaiely overwhelmed him * ;— so true is it that 
*' the li^t of the wicked is soon put out." 
, With such a pattern before his eyes, and brouglt 
up in all the temptations of a oonrt, the religion 
of which' was idolatry, we find Abijah not such as 
we might have expected, a worshipper of the 
golden calves, a slave to his passions, '' an abomi« 
nation in the sight of the Lord ;" but a worshipper 
of Jehovah ; a prince celebrated for his piety ; ^' in 
him there was found some good thing toward the 
Lord God of Israel :" the sin of his father he con- 
demned, he shunned ; and purposed, doubtless, if 
he ever came to the throne to suppress it ; in a 
word, he served God» 

" 1 Kings xii. 28. • Ibid. 3dv. 7., &c. 
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Reader ! to serve God in sincerity, to be truly 
religious, to walk in the commandments and otdi* 
nances of the Lord, is the duty, and will be found 
to be the happiness of man, whatever be his rank 
or circumstances, whether he dwell in the palace 
of a king, or in the cottage of a peasant. The 
service of God is a good thing. Yes, true re- 
ligion not only tends to advance, but it absolutely 
establishes, the happiness of ** the life that now 
is,'' as wen as secures the happiness of '* that 
which is to come ^,^ True, as it respects the 
present life, the most faithful servant of God may 
suffer many trials, and endure much affliction ; 
still tihe promises, the supports, the consolations, 
that flow firom the Word and Spirit of Him, who 
is a shield to them that trust in him, are so nume- 
rous, so precious, and so effectual, that the pious 
Christian does even here inherit the promise ; and 
in the worid to come, his happiness will be com« 
plete. — Religion, is, in truth, happiness ; vice is 
misery. 

Reader! Enquire. Is not this true ? Consult 
thine own heart I advise with the great teacher,. 

1 Tim. iv. 8. 
G 3 
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Death!. Think beforehand of that ooandless 
eternity into which shortly thou must launch, and 
then say, is happiness to be found in the haunta 
Qf vice and dissipation ? Nay, is it to be found 
even in the distinctions of worldly honour, or ill 
the advantages of worldly wealth ? No. If thou 
wilt impartially enquire, if thou wilt honestly con- 
sult thine heart, thou must own that the happiness 
of every intelligent being must be derived from the 
favour and love of God, without which man's pre- 
sent existence will prove a curse, and his future 
destiny be enduring sorrow. 
; We, in these enlightened days, are m no dan- 
ger of being exposed to the particular trials that 
affected Abijah. The Lord God of Israel is ac- 
knowledged in this favoured land as the proper 
object of worship ; and yet such is the corruption 
and weakness of our nature, that we are ever 
prone to set up idob in pur hearts. Let all, then 
1^ on their guard, lest in the season of trial they 
stung^ble and fall. Let all make their supplica- 
tions to Him, who has promised to give his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him, that '/ a good thing," 
a holy principle, may be implanted within them, 
and that it may abundantly flourish to the glory 
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of hia name, and the benefit of their immort^ 
souls. 

How well adapted is the history of Abijah to 
impress forcibly upon the mind, how unsearch- 
able are the counsels of the divine government. 
According to the apprehensions of human sagacity 
Abijah would have been long preserved ; he would 
have succeeded Jeroboam with honour, and been 
an instrument in the hands of God for advancing, 
the progress of virtue and happiness in the world. 
But God's thoughts are not as our thoughts. 
And so Abijahy though distinguished for his piety, 
and apparently the last stay of religion in Israel^ 
is brought down to the grave. Hence may we 
learn that the removal of the pious young, or of 
those in maturer life, who are placed in situations 
of extensive usefulness, is perfectly consistent witK 
the providential dealings of God to his Church. 
'^ Clouds and darkness are round about the throne 
of the Almighty; yet true and just are all his^ 
ways ».*' 

. Reader! duty and interest unite in urging thee 
to secure, without delay, the favour of Him, who^ 

s Psalm zcvii 2. 
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can make all things, death itself, woik together 
for thy good \ And how shalt thou secure this 
inestimable blessing, the favour of God? We 
answer, " Seek first fl\e kingdom of God and his 
righteousness ;" make it thy grand concern " to 
win Christ and to be found in him ;'* labour to 
fulfil all holiness ; " put on bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering; forbearing one another and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against any, 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And 
above all these things, put on charity, or love, 
which is the bond of perfectness ' ;" in a word, 
'' whatsoever thou doest, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God by him," 
and then all needful things shall assuredly be 
added unto thee. ** All shall be thine, whether 
life or death, things present or things to come ^/^ 
— in this world needful support and comfort, in 
the hour of death strong consolation, and in the 
world to come happiness unspeakable and un- 
fading. <' The gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.^ 

* Rom. viiu 28. * CoL iii. 12. ^ 1 Cor. iii, 21. 
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TiTE history of Rehoboam, which is recorded in 
the First Book of Kings, and in the 10th and two 
following chapters of the Second Book of Chro- 
niclee, is well deserving of serious consideration. 
The outline of it is this : On the death of Solo* 
mon, Rehoboam his son, succeeded to die throne 
of Israel. On this occasion we find that the Is- 
raelites came and spake to him, saying, ^* ease 
thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy fa- 
ther, and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, 
and we will serve thee \" To this reasonable en- 
treaty, seconded by the counsel of the sage ad- 
visers that had stood before his father, it appears 
that he would not listen ; but absurdly taking the 

* 2 Chron. x. 4. 
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advice of the young men that had been brought 
up with him, he spake roughly to the people^ and 
threatened to lay upon them severer burdens ** I 
The consequence of this harsh treatment was a 
revolt against his authority ; '^ To your tents^ O 
Israel V So all Israel went to their tents ; and 
the power of Rehoboam was from that time con- 
fined to those who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 
To reduce his rebellious subjects to obedience, 
the. king gathered together his warriors, when 
Shemaiah the prophet came to him, saying, ^' Thus 
saith the Lord, Ye shall not gp up, nor fight 
against your brethren'." To this voice Reho- 
boam was obedient, and he dwelt in Jerusalem, 
aud built cities of defence for Judah ; and " he 
and his people setting their hearts to seek the 
Lord God of Israel, and to sacrifice unto him, 
were strengthened and blessed/' But it came to 
pass when Rehoboam had established the king- 
dom, and had strengthened himself, that '* he for- 
sook the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him. 
Then (because they had transgressed against the 
Lord) did Shishak, king of Egypt, come up against 

* 2 Chron. v. 14. "2 Chron. xi. 4. 
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Jerusalem." Then came Shemaiah the prophet^ 
and declared to the king, and to the princes of 
Judahy " Thus saith the Lord^ Ye have forsaken 
mey andy therefore, have J left you in the hand 
of Shishak. Whereupon, it is said, the princes of 
Israel and the king humbled themselves, and said 
The Lord is righteous. And> when the Lord saw 
that they humbled themselves^ the word of the 
Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They have hum- 
bled themselves, therefore I will not destroy them ; 
nevertheless they ^all be the servants of Shishak, 
that they may know my service, and the service 
of the kingdoms of the countries ^ ;" that is, that 
they may experience the different effects of keep- 
ing close to the worship of God, and of renounc- 
ing his service. After this, we only read of Re- 
hoboam, that '* he strengthened himself in Jeru^ 
salem and reigned." The record of Scripture 
concerning him, closes with this sad declaration, 
** he did evil, because he prepared not his heart 
to seek the Lord.^' 

The character of Rehoboam may be summed 
up in few words. His religion seems to have pro* 

* 2 Chrom xii. 5., &e. 
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(Seeded from his fears of being giveti up into the 
liands of Jeroboam. When, therefore, he wax 
become so strong, that, as he supposed, he had 
nothing to apprehend from that quarter, he became 
openly irreligious and idolatrous. His religion 
was, in its best estate, an unwilling formal service; 
his heart was not engaged : he never called upon 
all that was within him to praise the Lord : he 
neither desired, nor endeavoured after that prepa- 
^tion of a humble, believing, and pious disposition 
,of heart, which is requisite in order to worship 
God in spirit and in truth. This was the source 
of his instability : and thus, he was easily drawn 
into. open ungodliness and wickedness; " he did 
evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the 
Lord.'' Reader! there can be no true religion 
without the preparation of the heart; in other 
ivords, [those of Paley,] " the first requisite in re- 
ligion is seriousness." Art thou serious in this 
serious cause ? Is the state of thy soul the ob- 
ject of thy greatest care? Art thou watching 
against whatsoever may pollute and defile it? 
Art thou seeking strength from on high to enable 
thee to resist, and overcome the enemies of thy 
salvation ? Dost thou perseveringly implore God 
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to arm thee vTith might by his Spirit in the inner 
man ? Is this thy frame of soul ? Are these the 
exercises in which thou engagest? Then thott 
shalt be preserved in the good and the right way. 
Thy heart being kept with diligence, thou shalt 
have strong consolation in the trials to which 
thou mayest be exposed, and, humbling thyself, 
thou shalt surely be exalted. 

From the history of Rehoboam we may further 
learn these important truths. First, Sin will* 
bring down divine judgments. But what it may 
be asked, is sin ? The generality of men seem to 
consider nothing to be sin, but the gross violation 
of some moral duty. What saith the Scripture ? 
'*Sin is the transgresaon of the law*" declareth 
St. John; that is, whatsoev^*, in any degree, 
comes short of or deviates from the law, and, in' 
thought, word, or deed, is not conformable to it, 
is sin. True, indeed, there are degrees of sin ; 
some violations of the law are more heinous than' 
others, more offensive to God, betray a deeper 
corruption, and 'expose to a heavier condemna-" 
tion; still, whatever may be the comparative 

^ 1 John m. 4. 
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circttinstiances and degrees of transgression, the 
truth, from Scripture, is, [and it is a truth on 
which. Reader, thou art eiitreated to reflect,} 
every deviation from the law of God is sin. 

^at sin will bring down divine judgments is 
a truth which, we have said, may be derived from 
the history of Rehoboam, Had this prince ruled 
in righteousness and mercy, his throne would 
hare been established; but ''he forsook the law 
of the Lord, and did evil in the sight of the Lord." 
Then tsane the prophet to him, and to the princes 
of Judah, denouncing the righteous judgment of 
God on him and them, because they had forsaken 
l^e law of God. So true is it, ** they that plow 
iniquity, and sow wickedness shall reap the 
same *." *' His own iniquities shall take the 
wicked himself." The tokens of God's wrath are 
not, indeed, always immediately to be seen. The 
sinner may, for a time, be prosperous, as the 
world accounts prosperity. Sentence against an 
evil work may not be executed speedily«-^Does 
God then not see, or not abhor, the ways of the 
pricked, or will he not visit for these things ? Yes. 

> Job iv. 8, 
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The wicked «ire reserved to the day of destfuction. 
** Indignation and wrath upon every soul of man 
that doeth eviP!" Reader, reflect on this truths 
fiin will bring down divine judgments ! 

Another important kason to be learned from 
the history of Rehoboam is, that sin, in order to 
be forgiven, must be repented of. When the 
Lord, it is said^, saw that they (Rehoboam and 
the Princes of Judah) humbled themselves, *' the 
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, 
They have humbled themselves, therefore I will 
not destroy them." 

In what does true repentance consist ? In deep 
humility, godly sorrow, and holy resolution! 
The true penitent is deeply humbled ; he is, as it 
were, indignant within himself for his sinful, weak, 
ungrateful conduct. God be merciful to me a 
sinner, is his language! — He grieves, too, on 
account of his sins. Peter wept bitterly when 
he thought upon his base and cowardly denial of 
Jesus; and St. Paul rejoices oyer the Corinthiansi 
that they were ^* made sorry after a godly sort 



♦ i> 



* Rom. ii. 3. "2 Chron. xH. 7. ' 2 Cor. vii. 9. 
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r*-And have fte not cause to grieve for having 
effimded God t 

But humility and sorrow for sin are not suf- 
ficient to procure pardon : a watchful and earnest 
striving in the way of duty must be added ; these 
both belong to the true penitent. His pardon is 
indeed procured by the atonement of Christ ; and 
his power to lead a holy life is the gift of God. But 
that power being given, as it is assuredly to every 
one who seeks for it, or our preaching would be vain, 
it becomes man's duty, if he would be free from the 
slavery of sin, to watch always! Aye, that is the 
point, may some reader say, but who can watch 
always ? Let Bishop Taylor reply to the question. 
'• Why every good man," says he, ** can watch 
always, and, that we may not be deceived in this, 
let us know, that the running^ away from a temp- 
tation is a part of our watchfulness, and every 
good employment is another great part of it, and 
a laying in provisions of reason and religion before- 
hand is yet a third part of watchfulness; and 
the - conversation of a Christiati is a perpetual 
watchfulness; not a continual thinking of that 
one, or those many things, which may endanger 
us ; but it is a continual doing something, directly 
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i>r indirectly against sin. He either prays to God 
for his Spirit, or relies apon the promises^ or 
receives the sacrament, or rgoes to his bishop for 
counsel and a blessing, or to his priest for religious 
offices, or places himself at the feet of good men 
to hear their wise sayings, or call for the Church's 
prayers, or does the duty of his calling, or actually 
resists tiemptation, or frequently renews his holy 
purposes, or fortifieshimself by vows, or searches 
into his danger by a daily self-examination ; so 
that upon the whole he is ever upon. his guard *.*' 
Tp watchfulness must be added earnest striving 
io the way of Auty, ^^ Strive, says our Lord, to 
enter in at the straiet gate*.'' Mark the word 
^ stnve/' It is most expressive; implying detei^- 
mined resolution, strenuous exertion. Weak and 
occasional endeavours will not suffice. If vre 
would enter in we must ** strive," strive as wrestlei^ 
and combatants do for victory, that isy employ our 
best force i^nd circumspectioii* In* a word, re- 
;pentance, reformatiQn« and practical godliness 
miBt be our objects ; &e perfof mande of ditty to 
God and man. 

"* Vol. vi. 26 1. Bp. Heber> Edit. "^ Luke xul. H. 
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' Enquire now, reader, art thou a penitent? 
Tlu^t thou art a sinner thou wilt not deny ; and 
know, assuredly, that, if. thou art not a penitent 
siniier, thou art deluding thyself, if thou cherishest 
bopieiiof acceptance with God. 
; ' The last important conclusion which we draw from 
the history of Rehoboam is, that sin, truly repent- 
ed of, will be forgiven. ** They have humbled 
themselves, said the Lord, therefore will I not 
.destroy them." Did God see the sin of Rehoboam 
and his people? He saw too their humiliation, 
and sonow, — and he exercised mercy : and the 
whole tenor of his word tends to establish the 
truth of the conclusion, that the true penitent 
shall not be cast away. Reader, rejoice in this 
consolatory truth ; but delay not thy repentance. 
. Depend upon it, that he who now devotes himself 
to the service of sin, in preference to the service of 
God, has no sincere intention of ever becoming a 
faitjiful servant of Jesus Christ. But, were it 
othierwise, is life in thy power? Art thou secure 
of its continuance for a day? No. Then how 
is repentancCy in thy power? There Is only one 
wise, one safe, one Christian course to pursue. It 
is this ; ** to-day, whilst it is called to-day, harden 
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not thy heart." Dream not of more convenient 
seasons ; "Behold, now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of salvation/' Turn then to-day from 
thy transgressions, to the service of God in Jesus 
Christ, that " iniquity may not be thy ruin." 



ASA. 



The explicit declarations, and the general tenor 
of the Sacred Writings, proclaim these impor- 
tant, these momentous truths, '^ Verily there is a 
reward for the righteous';" — "Though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished */' 
Now, though it be true that the recompence of 
the one, and the condemnation of the other, will 
not be announced, or have respectively its complete 
establishment or infliction, till the great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord, when he " shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel, and when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints * ;" yet it is 
true, that the judgments of God often overtake 

7 Psalm IviiL 11. " Frov. xi. 28. * 2 ThesB. i. S. 
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sinners in this world : yet it is true, that, even in 
the life that now is,. God is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him^ These momentous 
truths are not properly regarded ; and hence it is 
that the wicked, on the one hand, encourage 
themselves in their wickedness, whilst, on the 
other, the'' righteous lose much of that support 
and consolation which they are entitled and 
privileged to enjoy. St. Paul distinctly recog- 
nizes one of the truths in question, in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians*. Some of those whom«he 
addreissed had proftmed the solemn ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, hy eatmg and drinking at it, 
not only irreverently, but intemperately, and *^ fbr 
thid cause," he writes, ''many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep." The Psalmist 
recognizes the other. '*The Lord," he says, 
" uphoideth the righteous ^ :" and the wise king 
affirms, " Behold the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth '." Among other instructive 
lessons, the history of Asa, king of Judah, tends 
to illustrate these truths ^ Reader, consider it 

^ Heb. xi. 6. « 1 Cor. xl. 30. * Pa. xxxvii. 17. 

• Prov. xi, 31. ' 2 Ghron. xiv. &c. 



82 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 

With a special reference to them, and learn, from 
it, that " God is angry with the wicked every day,*^ 
whilst *^ he is a shield to them that put their trust 
ia him/' 

On the death of Abrjafa, king of Judab, Afa 
his son succeeded to the throne ; and it is recorded 
of him, that ''he did that which was good and 
right in the eyes of the Lord his God." He 
waged war against the horrible wickedness and 
^olatry that awfully prevailed in the land ; and« 
feeling that the ties even offledi and blood must 
give way, when put in competition with the 
ftervice of God, he removed Maachah his mother 
from being qneeni because she had made an idol 
in a grove : and '' Asa cut down her idol, and 
stamped it, and burned it at the brook Kidron'." 
Not satisfied, however, with exerting himself to 
remove these evils from his country, he com-^ 
manded Judah to seek the Lord God of their 
Others, and do the law and the commandment. 
During this period, the land had rest on every, 
side, and he and his people prospered* 

In process of time, it appears that Zerah the 

« 2 Chron. xv- 16. 
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Ethiopian, with an immenie anny, came forth 
against Asa ; and Asa went out against him wiA 
a considerable force. Before, howeyer, he engaged 
in the battle, and whilst the respective hosts were 
aet in array, knowing that the victory is not always 
to ^ the strong, he sought in humble but earnest 
prayer, the protection and blessing of God; he 
cried, and said, " Lord, it is nothing with thee 
to help whether with many, or with them that 
have no power: help us, O Lord our God ; for 
we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against 
this multitude: O Lord, thou art our God, l^t 
not man prevail against thee^'' — The succesa 
answered according to his prflyer : — for the prayer 
of faith will never be disappointed. " The Lord 
amote the Ethiopians before Asa; and the 
Ethiopians fled." 

. Notwithstanding this glorious experience of the 
benefit of reliance on the Lord, we find this prince, 
of whom it is recorded that, though he was not 
without terror, his heart was sincere all his days ; 
we find him, in the latter part of his life, sadly fail- 
ingin that grace inwhich be.had foolaerly e^iccelled* 

^ 2 Chron.xiV. U. 
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Baasha^ it seems, the idolatrous kio^ of Israel^ 
commenced formidable hostilities against him. 
What ought he to have done ? What would his 
former experience have dictated to him to do?. 
Doubtlelss to have prayed unto the Lord, to have 
committed his cause to Him, to have taken no steps 
in. the use of means, but in accordance with his 
law, and to have fought against his enemies in 
his strength. Did not this succeed, O Asa^ 
against the Ethiopians ? Is thy God diminished 
in power, wisdom, and goodness, since that time? 
Is he not the same yesterday, to day, and for 
ever? — But what did Asa in his hour of need? 
He neglected the pr6per means of defence, and, 
alas ! gave up his confidence in God. He applied 
to Benhadad, a heathen prince, and tempted him 
to come to his succour, by taking out of the 
house of the Lord all its consecrated treasures, 
and sending them to him. And what was the 
result ? Did success crown his expectations ? 
No. Hanani, the seer, is commissioned to rebuke 
him : ** Because thou hast relied on the king of 
Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, 
therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped 
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out of thine hand ^'^ The prophet reminds him 
pf the deliverance wrought for him from the host 
of the Ethiopians, '^ Because, tl^ou,'* he says, 
** didst rely on the Lord." And then, in refe- 
rence to his distrust, and his conduct towards 
Baasha, he declares, '' Herein thou hast done 
foolishly : therefore, from hence thou shalt have 
wars." 

' Aaa's subsequent conduct seems, says a pious 
Commentator, to be without parallel in Scripture. 
He was wroth with the prophet, and so resented 
the repropf of him who came to him in the name 
of the Lord, as to use personal severity against 
him for it ; and, at this time also, he oppressed 
some of the people ; those, probably, who censured 
Tiis cruel and tyi^annous conduct towards Hanani. 
Having thus openly dishonoured God, the latter 
jMurt of his reign was " obscure, inglorious, and 
troublesome/' In the thirty-ninth year of his 
reigQ he was afflicted with a painful disease ; and^ 
under this exceeding great correction ^, '^ besought 
not to the Lord, but to the physicians ^" And 
Asa, it is added, slept with his fathers. 

^ 2 Chron. zvi. 7. ^ Chap. zvi. 12. 

' It is not meanUhat it is ifvrong to consult physicians; but 
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It has been already observed, that the jttdg;meiit^ 
of God often overtake sinners in this W(»rld. 
Whilst we recognize this truth, there is a caution, 
however, connected with it, that mast not be 
omitted. In what degree the sufF^ings of par* 
ticular individuals are divine judgments on their 
neglect of God's service, or their rebellion against 
his authority, it is not for man to determine. 
Judgment belongeth not to him. Reader, judge 
thyself, and not thy brother^ '' To his own mas- 
ter be standeth or falletb/' Improve the truth in 
question in this way. The favour of the Most 
High resteth upon the righteous. True indeed it 
is,, that the wicked are sometimes in great pros* 
perity. But what is their prosperity ? ^^ Jt can- 
not be a happiness to thrive upon the stock of 
Sin. 

'^ If/' says Bishop Taylor, ^^ we should look un-r 
der the skirt of the prosperous and prevailing sin-f 
ner, we should find, even in the days of his joyp^ 
such alloys and abatements of his pleasure, as may 
lerte to j^epresent him presently miserable, besides 

Asa's fiiult was in trusting more to their skill, than to the 
goodness and power of God, to whom he should have, at the 
same timei addressed his prayers. — Bfsaop Patrick. 



ASA. 87 

his final infelicities." Yes, the ways of Religion 
alone are ways of pleasantness and peace. Oc- 
casionally^ indeed, the path of the righteous may 
be rough and thomy ; but of this be assured, if 
thou wouldest have all things work together for 
thy good| things present and things to come, thou 
must fear God and keep his commandments. At* 
t^d to what Azariah, moved by the Spirit of God, 
declared, *' Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin, the Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; 
but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you." Im* 
portant adbonition! suited to man under aU cir* 
cumstances, and at all times : teaching, in pros-* 
perity, that we most walk humbly with God, if wq 
would hare divine protection continued to us; 
teaching, in adversity, that no nation or individual 
can be in so low a state, but that their safety is 
secure, if they only wait upon God. Believe in the 
Lord with an obedient faith, so shall ye be esta- 
blbhed : believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper ""• 
Nor is this a truth confirmed alone by Scripture 
declarations and Scripture examples ; the expe- 

"* 2 Chron. xx. 20. 
I 2 
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rience of all true believers corresponds with these; 
and, comparing both together, may we not well say, 
** The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to shew himself strong in behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect toward him ?" Yes 
surely. Go on, Christian reader, in true practi- 
cal reliance on Him, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life ; and be assured, that, when he shall 
appear, you shall appear with him in glory* Now 
you see him not, but he sees you, and every one ; 
and is continually dealing out his benefits to all 
who rely upon him. Let experience, then, give 
hope. By frequent meditation, keep him, as it 
were, in your view. Walk by faith. The time is 
short : you will soon be called to walk by sight, 
and to behold him, without a cloud, for ever. 
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f H& history of Jeho^apbat is recorded in the 17thy 
kxA three (bllbwitig chapters, of the ieoond bode 
of <%roiiicleft' ; it is of high importance, aaQd wdi 
Reserves oar most seriotai attention* He succeed** 
ed his Iskther Asa t>n the throne of Jadah when he 
«v«is thirty-five years of ^sge. At the very begin- 
ning of his Peign, he conndered how he could best 
promote the cattse of tnie religion in his dominions $ 
he resolved to imitate *' the fiist ways of David,** 
and' 40 exert himself to maintain the pine, or^ 
derly, and quritual worship of Jehovaii. ** He 
songht the Lord God of his father, and walked in 
his ^rommaoidmentB, and not after the doings of 
Isra«L"H^B«aderI behold, in Jdioriiaphat^ a pat^ 

"2 Cluon. xvii. && 
I 3 
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tern for thy imitation. True, he was a king, and 
thy station is, in comparison with his, lowly. But 
religion is every man's concern ; nor is there any 
security for the monarch on his throne, or the 
peasant in his cottage but this, — adherence to the 
service of God. '' It is a signal blessing,'' says 
a valued commentator, ** when the Lord raises up 
pious and able men in church or state to succeed 
one another. For often useful instruments are re- 
moved, or laid aside, at the very crisis when their 
preparations were completed, and their purposes 
in a fair way of being effected ; and others onne 
ia their stead, who put a stop to all their schemes l 
and *^ one sinner destroyeth much good." It, 
therefore, behoves us all to pray for a succession 
of useful men, who may every one of them endea- 
your to complete the designs of those who have 
gone before them, and make way for the usefulness 
of their successors :-— and did all pious persons, with 
one -accord and without intermission, unite in such 
prayers, in behalf of the community, the church at 
large, and particular congregations, they wouki 
witness blessed effects; and brighter prospects 
would open before us. 

Reader, art thou ever led to envy the rich and 
exalted ? Know, that wealth and rank have pe- 
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Ctiliar and strong temptations. They are - good 
Or evily only as they are used ; and the benefits of 
greatness seldom make amends for the dangers 
irhich surround it. Learn to be contented with 
thy moderate lot. Say, with Agar, ^' give me 
neither poverty nor riches'"." Adopt the lan- 
guage of a pious writer, who says, ** for me let me 
be rather safely low, than high with peril ^" Re- 
verence much those in elevated stations, whose 
liearts are lifted up in the ways of the Lord above 
fears and discouragements, and who delight in 
the service and favour of God. They are as cities 
set on a hill ; they are patterns for imitation.' See 
to it, in thy sphere, that thou followest them, as 
&ey follow their Master, and thine. Art thou 
poor in estate ? Be rich towards God, and thou 
wilt possess a treasure that shall never fail. 
. We find, the good Jehoshaphat encouraging 
religious education, and the circulation of the 
book of the law of the Lord throughout his king* 
dom. ** He sent teachers into all the cities oC 
Judah» and they taught the people." — It is a dis* 
tinguisl^ng and glorious sign of pur times that the 

• Prov. XXX. 8. f Bishop HaU. 
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irotd of God has free course, and that an educa* 
tion, of which moral and rel^ous instructioii is 
the basis, is offered to the humbledt and poorest 
of our countrjnnen* Reader, be thankful for Ihisfie 
benefits. There was a time in England wh^ 
thene was, indeed, a dearth of that word which haa 
** God for ita author, siedvation for its eod, and 
truth, widiout aiiymixtulreof error* ^ its^attwV^ 
Thete was a time wlien it might be too sadly af-> 
firmed, fe^ cared for the souls of th^ young aii4 
the %norant But, btesed be God, thlH» timeft 
are gone; and, fn 6ar day, Ihe nfii^ of G^j^ 
III. ia fulfilled, ot rapidly fidfiUing, <' that «T€vy 
one might have a Bibie, tmd be able to redd it^'* 
Schooto and institutions ate every whete eata« 
blished for tiie ):)urpo8e of training up the yonng 
in the way in which they should go> and of placing 
in the hands of all, the words of eHMtial Kfe. 
Reader, bliBss God, who has inclined the hearts of 
Aose wfab are able, to ^ti^atd thc»e good deaigtos ;: 
and aivail thyself of them tot thine own beni^* 
and&at ofthy cMldren. DOfttthOA advance vii 
kaov^ledge ?-*^adv^tic6 in godlmess aldOi aifd kmg 

n Locke. * 
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lip thy children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

' After a time, we remark, that Jehoshaphat, who 
had riches and honour in abundance, joins him- 
self in affinity with Ahab, king of Israel. — ^To 
have joined Ahab for the purpose of putting a 
stop to the destructive wars which formerly had 
raged between Israel and Judah, and to have kept 
peace with his neighbour would have been laudable 
in all respects, however bad the character of that 
neighbour might have been . But Jehoshaphat pro- 
ceeded further ; and, in this, he committed a se- 
lious fault; he joined o/^nt^y with Ahab, and mar- 
ned his son to Athaliah, AhaVs daughter ; kni 
he also went to visit the idolatrous king, and suf- 
fered himself to be prevailed on to join with him 
in a military expedition against the Syrians, and 
he was in that battle in which Ahab was slain. 
He had, however, been used to acknowledge God 
in all his ways, and he was, therefore, not' satis- 
fied to go with Ahab against Ramoth-Gilead to 
battle without enquiring of the Lord by his pro^ 
phets. Ahab assembled his prophets, about 400 
men^ who united in encouraging the expedition \ 

' 1 Kings xxii. 6. 
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Jehoshaphat was not satisfied ; and questioned* 
** Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, 
that we might enquire of him ?" Ahab owns there 
is one Micaiah ; but he adds^ **l hate him ; for be 
doth not prophesy good concerning me, bat evil/* 
He, however, sends for him ; and the prophet 
represents, as seen in a vision, the disastrous con«* 
sequences that would ensue from this hostility^ 
He said, *' I saw all Israel scattered uppn the bills 
as sheep that have not a shepherd : and the Loid- 
said, These have no master: let them return every 
man to his house in peace." And again, Micaiah 
appeals to Ahab, and to the people, ** If thou xe« 
turn at all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. 
And he said. Hearken, Opeople,every one of you*." 

How strange it is that Jehoshaphat should still 
venture with Ahab ! But he had lost in this in- 
stance, the true courage of a servant of God by 
keeping bad company. , 

The two kings proceeded to Ramoth-Oilead, 
where Ahab was slain in battle,^--and where 
Jehoshaphat was exposed to imminent danger. 
In this extremity, however, he made the Lord his 

' 1 Kings xxU. 2S. 
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vtfitge; he cried out, and the Lord helped him, 
and moved, it is said, his pursuers to depart from 
himy*-*that is, inclined them, by a secret but pow 
erful influence on their minds. After this defeat, 
and the death of Ahab, the king of Judah re« 
turned to Im house in peace ; and, having been 
reproved< by Jehu the seer (or prophet) for joining 
the enemies of the Lord, he remained at home, 
attending to the affairs of his kingdom, urging 
upon his people the duty of renouncing idolatry, 
and of returning to the worship of the Lord. 
Moreover, he enjoined, upon the judges and the 
priests, faithfulness in Ibe dischai^ of their 
respective duties ; and knowing that it requires 
no little courage and resolution to do right and 
stem the tide of profligacy, he charged and 
encouraged them, ** Deal courageously, and the 
hCfi shall be with the good." 

We 6pA Jehoshaphat afterwards (in the 20th 
chapter) exhibiting strongly his faith in God, 
a^d ej^periencing a great deliverance. The Moab- 
ites and the Ammonites came against him to 
battle. A great multitude confederfited against 
him. It may be supposed that he made the best 
military preparation he could ; but his chief prepa- 

4 
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lions consisted in proclaiming a fast, and in 
gathering his people together to ask help of the 
Lord; and Jehoshaphat himself stood in the 
congregation of Judah, and offered up a solemn 
prayer (one of the most excellent that we meet 
with in sacred history) for the divine blessing and 
protection. Impressive, indeed, must have been 
the sight when, as we are told, " all Judah stood 
before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, 
and their children." In consequence of this 
national humiliation, a prophet is commissioned 
to assure them of an answer to their prayers ; and 
the king exhorts them, all Judah and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, to a firm faith in God, and to 
an entire reliance on his power, faithfulness and 
mercy. The reliance was not in vain, they were 
delivered from the hand of their enemies, and 
obtained great spoil. Then they assembled in the 
valley of Bemchah, and blessed the Lord, and 
called the place the Valley of Blessing. . ' 

Reader, learn from this king of Judah's history, 
that thy first business, when calamity overtakes 
thee, is to seek the Lord. Draw nigh to him in 
humiliation for thy sins, with a confiding trust in 
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his mercy for acceptance, and in bis power for pro- 
tection. Go on in this manner, and thine ene- 
mies will fall before thee, thy trials will prove thy 
gain, and thy very sorrows will enrich thy soul. 

It is painful - to have to observe, in conclusion^ 
that Jehoshaphat yielded at length to the evil of 
which he had nearly fallen the victim in times past, 
namely, intimacy with the wicked. He joined 
himself to Ahaziah, king of Israel, *' who did very 
wickedly," and he entered into partnership with 
him in trade for the gold of Ophir.' A prophet 
was commissioned to shew him the Lord's dis« 
pleasure. ** Because thou hast joined thyself 
with Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy works. 
And the ships were broken, that they were not 
able to go Tarshish." 

It is a wise remark of Bishop Hall, "I may 
have a bad acquaintance, but I will never have a 
wicked companion." Reader, evil companions 
will work in thee an insensible falling away to ill. 
Take care then that thou join not with the ungodly 
and with them that love not the Lord. — Pity, 
pray for, and mourn over the wicked, but choose 
them not for thy companions or intimates; 

K 
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Thou canst not indeed be entirely without in* 
tercoune with the wicked; but guard against 
being tempted to enter needlessly into their 
soQiety. If thou really lovest the Lord, thou wilt 
$nd no pleasure in the company of the wicked. 
If thou art a sincere Christian, it will give thee 
gr^at pain to hear thy Maker's name blasphemed, 
and the best things laughed at or neglected. If 
thou canst do the wicked good, if thou canst be 
the means of leading them into the right course, 
this may be a reason for being found in their 
society. For such purposes Christ himself did 
eat and drink with publicans and sinners. But 
closely question thy motives ; and bewi^ lest thy 
soul suffer loss. — ^Reflect, that it is thy duty to 
honour God, and to uphold his religion in the 
world, to let thy light so shine before men that 
they, seeing thy good works, may be led to 
glorify him* Cultivate not then the society of 
the wicked. Maintain a conduct void of offence 
both towards God and man. Love not the world 
Prize the next life. Live for eternity •• Walk in 
the fear of God, and thou wilt not need th^ society 
pf thi^ wicked to cheer thee. Forasdke the foolish 
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and live. Thou mayest then expect that the 
Lord will bless thee, and give thee to know, by 
happy experience, the comforts of his religion 
here, and the glory of it hereafter. 
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The history of Manasseh, which is recorded in 
the twenty-first chapter of the second book of 
Kings, and in the thirty-third chapter of the 
second book of Chronicles, is comprised in few 
verses, — nevertheless it is full of valuable instruc- 
tion. 

Manasseh was, we learn, only twelve years of 
age when he succeeded his father Hezekiah on 
the throne of Judah. Trained up by so wise and 
religious a parent, under the eye of holy prophets 
and priests, under the shadow of the temple of 
God, it might have been expected that he would 
have been an imitator of his father's goodness, a 
pattern and a blessing to his country. But alas ! 
we read of him, that *' be did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, after the abomina- 
tions of the heathen." In contempt of Hezekiah's 
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membry^ tie rebuilt the high places which had, 
been piously destroy, "reared up altars for Baal^ 
and worshipped all the host of heaven^ and sefved 
them." And moreover, ih order, al9 it Were, to 
insult more directly the God of hearen, he built 
altlars to his idols not only in Jerusalem, where 
the Lord had recorded his name, but even th the 
courts of the temple itself. Nor was this wicked 
conduct of short continuance ; for we read that 
he m&de ** his children to pasi through the fire in 
the valley of the son of* Himmon;" th^t is, he 
ofibred them its tacrifices to Moloch \ eithiit by the 
horrible rites of burning to death, or of pi^ssing 
through &:e, by which t^y would necessarily 
endu^ much torture. Further, he " used enchant"^ 
ments^ and dealt with familiar spirits &nd wizards :*' 
that is, with those who pretend to hold cOttimuni->' 
cation wilii invisible agents. These sinful im-o 
postors were his oracles t and to such a length 
did he proceed^ that he comiliitted himsdf, and 
seduced his people to do, ^* more evil than did the 
naticms whotn th^ Lord destroyed before the 
chHdren of Israd.*' Not Was the all ; he shed 
" imiocent hktdd very ftiUch, till he had filled 

*" An idol worshipped by the Heathen nations. 
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Jerusalem from one end to another ^;" probably 
in authorizing the offering of infants by fire to 
Moloch, and cutting off in his rage, those 'who 
opposed and reproved his idolatries. 

Young persons may derive excellent instrue* 
tion from this portion of Manasseh*s history. He 
was his own master at twelve years of age. 
Youthful reader ! art chou anxious for liberty, for 
freedom from the restraints of thy father's house, 
for wealth to indulge thy inclinations and thy 
passions ? Learn from M anasseh's fall, that it is 
much safer and happier for thee to be under the 
shelter and control of thy parents and friends, — 
if they ate affectionate and prudent. Restrictioa 
may be unpleasant to thee ; but thou mayest Uve 
to be thankful for the restraints which they now 
lay upon thee» Manasseh was surrounded by 
those^ who» no doubt; encouraged him in the ways 
of idolatry and sin ; — ^and, if thou wert freed from 
parental guardianship, or friendly care, wouldst 
thou escape the evil influence of vicious com* 
pahions ? No ; — it is needful for thee that thy 
ignorance be instructed, and thy passions re* 
strained. Be thankful then for the councik of 

" 16th. verse. 
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>p7isdom and holiness that are afforded thee, whe- 
ther they proceed from thy parents or thy teachers » 
and yield a willing obedience to the injanctions 
that are proposed for thy good. 

Reader ! of whatever age or station, learn, from 
this history, how vice grows upon iis, how surely 
one sin leads to another. .Manasseh began his 
wicked course by sinning immediately against God, 
by casting off his worship, and paying his ho* 
mage to pagan idols. His sins against God, were 
followed by sins against his neighbour, he shed 
innocent blood. He proceeded to aggravate his 
offences by seducing his people into sin. Leam,^ 
from this, to guard against the beginnings of sin, 
to watch against indulging thy vicious inclinations, 
to be assured that thy safety lies in flying from the 
very first temptation to do wrong. 

Happily, the latter part of Manasseh's history 
is of a very different aspect from that we have been 
considering. Manasseh had sinned grievously, 
and^ in consequence of his crimes, the judgments 
of God fell upon him. He had disregarded the 
voice of the Lord, both he and his people, for it is 
said *^ the Lord spake unto them, but they would 
fiot hearken, wherefore he brought upon them the 
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host of Assyria, and they bound Manasseh with 
fetters and carried him to Babylon." Now it was 
that his *' sin found him out," and happy was it for 
him that he was not suffered to proceed in his 
iniquities unchecked. Deprived of his liberty, 
separated frcmi his evil couni»ellors> and cut off 
f^om all his pleasured, be had time for reflection* 
Solitude and affliction brought him to himself* 
Sorrow, w^ are tdid, ** springs not out of thd 
ground/' comes not by chance, or without a de- 
sign. This was toianifestly the case with Manas-* 
seh, the hand of God was clearly visiUe in th0 
judgments that came upon hkn. 

Learn, reader ! to view afflictions in this lights 
Dost thou feel the chastening toi of thy Lord ? 
Enquire, hast thou not disregarded his exhorta^ 
tions, his rebukes, his commands ? How many 
may adopt the words of the Psalmist, and ex- 
claim ^^ Before I was afflicted I went wrong ;" and 
how mercifuUy have they been afflicted if they are 
enabled to add with him ;-^'^ but now have I kispt 
thy word *." 

Blested effects resulted from Manasseh'l) afflic* 

* I'flalm cxix. 67. 
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tlon. He sought^ in the day of his calamity^ the 
God whom he had forgotten in his prosperity. 
When he was in affliction, it is said, '' he besought 
the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly 
before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto 
him ; and he was entreated of him, and |i^ard his 
supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem 
into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
Lord he was God'.** Reader! prayer and re- 
pentlmce should ever go together. Art thou 
humbled under a sense of thy vices and follies, 
thy sinful compliances or sinful neglects ? En- 
treat pardoning mercy, and instantly resolve to 
abandon that course — which must be abandoned, 
or thy destruction is sure. Be encouraged, from 
Manasseh's deliverance, to flee for refuge to the 
hope set before thee. The Lord heard him, res- 

7 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. 

'* O Manasseh ! thine iron was more precious to thee than 
thy gold : thy gaol was a more happy lodging to thee than thy 
palace : Babylon was a better school to thee than Jerusalem.. 
What fools are we to frown upon our afflictions ! These, how 
crabbed soever, are our best friends* They are not, indeed, 
for our pleasure ; they are for our profit ; their issue makes 
them worthy of a welcome. What do we care how bitter 
that podon may be that brings health ?" — Bishop Hall, 
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cued him from his captivity, and redtored' him to 
his kingdom. 

And is not^the Lord, now, as then, rich in mercy 
to all who call upon him ? Yes. His ear ist ever 
open t6 the humble supplicant ■. Yes. When- 
ever theM is a sinner, of whom it can be truly said^ 
** Behold, he prayeth," tiiere will be found a God 
that heareth prayer'. In tliine affliction then, 
follow the example of Manasseh, entreat the Lord, 
humble thyself greatly before him, ingenuousl^f 
confess thy sins, seek forgiveness in God's ap- 
pointed way, through the Redeemer's sacrifice, 
and thou shalt assuredly find access and acceptance. 
But deem not that thy work is done, when thou 
hast prayed, and art restored ^, The mercy of 
God should not only lead thee to repentance, but 
it should, and will, if thou art sincere, constrain 
thee with earnest gratitude to devote thy future 
life to the service of thy God and Saviour. It 
was thus with Mtoasseh : " he took away the 
strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the 

' 1 Peter iu. 12. * Scott 

^ ** There is nothing but hypocrisy in thai penitent, wht, 
after all his vows and tears, retains his old abominations." 
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Loitl, and he repaired die altar of the Lord, and 
sacrificed thereon, and commanded Judah to «erve 
the Lord God of Israel ^" And thus it is, and 
will ever be, with those who are truly affected 
with a sense of their danger, and who have learned 
to appreciate the blessings of forgiveness and sal- 
vation. They will abhor and renounce their sins, 
and shew the sincerity of their repentance, faith, 
and love, by walking henceforth in newness of 
life. 

Manasseh commanded Judah to serve the Lord 
God of Israel. Reader I hast thou ever induced, 
by thy encouragement or example, a fellow-being, 
a neighbour, possibly a child, to commit iniquity ? 
Art thou now awakened ? Are thine eyes -opened 
to see the greatness of thy folly and profaneness ? 
Strive, by thy confessions, thy remonstrance, thine 
entreaty, to bring those into the way of truth and 
peace, whom thou hast seduced into the paths of 
sin and ruin. 

It is sad to think how low is the estimate 
formed of the effects of example, and pf the prone- 
ness that exists in fallen man to folbw that which 

* % Ohroti. uxiH. 14. 
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is evil. It is easy to seduce men . into sin ; ba€ 
who shall restore them, and incline them to follow 
the. things that make for their peace ? . 

Take this, however, reader! as a test of thy sin-« 
cerity ; art thou willing to do, and art thou en« 
deavpuring to do, all in thy power to prevail with 
those whom thou mayest have seduced into 
crooked paths, to.enquirefor.the old paths, where 
is the good way, and to walk therein, that they 
may find rest unto their souls ^. Thus wilt thou 
prove, as Manasseh did, that thy turning. to 
God is not merely the transient effect of affliction ; 
but that it is thy settled purpose to take the. tes- 
timonies, of God as thy heritage for ever. — Once 
more. Art thou, reader, disposed to lay to thy soul 
** a flattering unction," to say to thyself, my sins 
are not like those of Manasseh, I have never wor- 
shipped idols, or shed blood, — and consequently, I 
need not repent and turn, as he did ? True, thy 
iniquities are not, we trust, of so d^ep a die, as 
were those of the king pf Judah, But, remember 
thou hast not been exposed to the teipptations 
which he must have met with, '^ left defenceless at 



^ Jeremiah vi. 16. 
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the early age of twelve years, amidst the seductions 
of the world, as a sovereign prince, with every op* 
portunity for the indulgence of his will and his 
passions/' Reflect, and say, hast thou not, ac- 
cording to thy circumstances and temptations, 
sinned against God? Thou needest then, like 
Manasseh, to humble thyself before him, and thou 
hast his example left upon record to encourage 
thee to do so, assured that if thou tumest to God, 
he will turn to thee. Turn then from all thy trans- 
gressions, so iniquity shall not be thy ruin ; but 
turn at once, for who knows how few days or 
months more may seal up the measure of thine 
iniquities, may bring thee to the grave, and shut 
out repentance and pardon ? Devote thy future 
life to the glory of God ; — worship the true God 
in the Gospel of his Son ;> — obey his laws ; — and 
then thou mayest have a good hope, nay, an as- 
sured confidence, that when this short existence is 
passed away, thou shalt be admitted into that 
kingdom, ** where^ is fulness of joy, and where 
there are pleasures for evermore." 

THE EKD. 
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